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ENGLISH SUMMURY

This research project examined a unique type of horizontally tunneled burial
chambers associated with kofuns (mounded tomb) in the late Kofiun period. The
objective of this project is to trace the development and expansion of this type of
chambers with multiple-chamber structure.

By analyzing tunneled chambers in the lower Kikuchi River area in northern
Kumamoto prefecture, the study showed that tunneled chambers with multiple-
chamber structure were derived from the Higo type of tunneled chambers by
modifying the access passage portion to the chamber. While many scholars have
believed that tunneled chambers with multiple-chamber structure were of Korean
Peninsula origin, this study suggests that this particular type was created in Kyushu.

The style of these chambers was not standardized for a while. About 50 years
or so later with trials and errors, however, the style was established itself as a
chamber type in the early sixth century. After that establishment, techniques to build
chambers of the style quickly spread in northern and eastern Kyushu.

Burial chambers with multiple-chamber structure were first used mainly in
mounded tombs for regional chiefs. In the late Sixth century, large tombs in local
group cemeteries (the areas of aggregated tombs) actively adopted this style. This
indicates that power hierarchies were expressed not only in the size of burial
chambers, but in the presence of multi-chambered style. In the final phase of the
Kofun period, even small tombs belonging to lower hierarchies had the chambers of
this style in clustered tomb groups. This fact indicates a change in the symbol of
hierarchy expressed by the multi-chambered style. This change is probably
accounted for by an “emulation process,” in which groups of lower status actively
adopt behavior patterns and material symbols from groups of higher status.

KEYWORDS:

1. the Kofun period

2. burial custom

3. horizontally tunneled burial chamber
4, hierarchy

5. locality
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