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Ventricular Septal Defects in an Ostrich (Struthio camelus) and a Chinese Goose
(Cygnopsis cygnoid var. orientalis)
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Abstract. Ventricular septal defects were observed in a female ostrich that died suddenly at the age

of 18 months and in an euthanized male adult Chinese goose. Both defects were located in the muscu-

lar septum. The defect of the ostrich was large and had a lip-like protrusion consisting of thick endo-

cardium. The ostrich heart was accompanied by the defect of the left anterior vena cava.
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Fig. 1 Ventricular septal defect (arrow) in ostrich.
AV : right atrioventricular valve DA : descend-
ing aorta L : left brachiocephalic artery P : right
pulmonary artery PT : pulmonary trunk R:
right brachiocephalic artery
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Fig. 2 Ventricular septal defect (inserted a white tube
from descending artery ) in Chinese goose.
L: left atrium R:right atrium V : right atri-
oventricular valve
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