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Caudal Vena Caval Drainage into the Left Atrium in a Calf
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Abstract. The caudal vena cava draining into the left sided morphological left atrium was

observed in a 59-day-old Japanese black calf. The spleen was very small and trilobate. The liver

was left sided in abdominal cavity and its external structure showed symmetric left isomeric

liver. The heart associated with absent coronary sinus, anomalous left common pulmonary

venous connection with left azygos vein, left atrial continuation of left azygos vein, right atrial

continuation of right hepatic vein, complete transposition of great arteries, pulmonary stenosis

and ventricular septal defect.
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Fig. 1 Parietal surface of the small and
trilobate spleen (SP) and visceral
surface of the liver.
CA: caudal vena cava, GB: gall bladder,
UV: umbilical vein.
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Fig. 2 Posterior surface of the heart.
AO: aorta, AZ: left azygos vein, BT:
brachiocephalic trunk, CA: caudal vena
cava, CP: left common pulmonary vein,
LA: left sided morphological left
atrium, RA: right sided morphological
right atrium, RH: right hepatic vein,
�: left pulmonary artery �: right
pulmonary artery, �: pulmonary vein
from cranial lobe of right lung, �:
pulmonary vein from caudal lobe of
right lung, �: pulmonary vein from
caudal lobe of left lung.

Fig. 3 Inner aspect of the left atrium, left
lateral view.
AZ: left azygos vein, BT: brachioce-
phalic trunk, CA: caudal vena cava CP:
left common pulmonary vein, FO:
small opening of foramen ovale, LV:
left ventricle, RH: right hepatic vein,
SP: septum primum.
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Fig. 4 Frontal view of the heart.
AO: aorta, CP: left common pulmonary
vein, CR: cranial vena cava, LA: left
sided morphological left atrium, LV:
left ventricle, PT: pulmonary trunk,
RA: right sided morphological right
atrium, RV: right ventricle, SD: ventri-
cular septal defect.
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