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The community interpreter in multilingual and multicultural society:
current trends and issues affecting medical interpreters in Japan

Eiichi KAI

With the rapid increase of foreign residents in Japan after the 1980s, "the language barrier™ is
becoming a serious issue affecting Japanese multilingual and multicultural society. The role of
the community interpreter is to act as mediator between the host society and foreign residents in
respective environments, such as the judiciary, medical care, school and administration. The role
of the medical interpreter, whose job it is to ensure health maintenance of foreign residents, is
particularly salient. The number of medical interpreters, however, is not significantly increasing
in Japan.

Unlike conference or legal interpreters, the medical interpreter’s specialism includes such
premises as “respect for the importance of culture and cultural differences” and “advocacy,”

which therefore demands specially trained professionals.
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