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A New Approach to the Acquisition Research on Level Shift in Japanese: A
Multilingual and Multicultural Teaching Method

Noriko NAGAI

This study discusses the teaching method of level shift in Japanese from the viewpoint of the
management of psychic distance, which most learners have difficulty acquiring, and has hardly
been taught in the classroom.

To understand the management of psychic distance in discourse, we need to develop
intercultural understanding to bring about the development of meta-cognitive ability. In this study,
we therefore discuss whether multilingual and multicultural study, (offering both language and
culture study,) would be of assistance in understanding the management of psychic distance.

In conclusion, the study proposes that simultaneous multilingual and multicultural language
learning support emphasizing the important role of the teacher as a facilitator would be an optimal
teaching method.
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