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Disincentives for General Hospital Nurses to
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Suicide Attempts and Their Families
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Abstract

Objectives : We surveyed disincentives for general hospital nurses to provide nursing care
to suicide—attempt survivors and their families and used the data to assess nursing care
effectiveness.

Methods : Data from the literature and from focus group interviews with 12 nurses from 2
general hospitals (A and B). were used to generate questionnaire items. After prelimi-
nary testing on 17 general hospital nurses, a 45-item questionnaire was created. The
survey participants were 345 nurses from B general hospital. Responses from 272 nurses
were analyzed.

Results : Six factors (35 items) were extracted from a factor analysis : [, “Nurses’evasive
mentality and attitude,” II, “Inadequate nursing system and lack of support for staff,” III,
“Negative emotions from feeling incapable of providing effective nursing care,” IV,
“Hesitation in actively providing nursing interventions,” V, “Lack of confidence through
insufficient education in nursing suicidal patients,” and VI, “Lack of active communica-
tion between members.” Cronbach’s alpha for all items was 0.862, indicating reliability.
Regarding correlations between factors, Factor | had strong correlations with Factor IV
and V. Factor IV and V had strong correlations. Regarding score comparison between
different—background groups, nurses with administrative titles showed low scores in
Factor I when comparing with nurses without. Nurses without previous experience
working in psychiatric hospitals had higher Factor I scores and lower Factor II scores
when comparing with those with. Nurses with previous experience in caring for suicidal
patients had lower scores for Factors I and III than those without. Nurses with previous
training in care for suicidal patients had lower Factor I scores and higher Factor II
scores.

Conclusions : Six factors were identified as disincentives for nurses to provide nursing
care for suicide—attempt survivors and their families. These data can be used to develop
education programs for students and clinical nurses to support effective nursing care for
suicidal patients.
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