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Usages of the Wood in Cryptomeria japonica
Ryushi KiTAHARA
Forest Science Division, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Miyazaki

Summary : Cryptomeria japonica is generally fast growth-rate species and produces a timber capable of a wide
range of uses. In the past this wood had been primarily used as a board for many uses and products since prehistoric
times. After World War II, however, the wood has mainly been utilized as a squared timber post (column) includ-
ing the pith-centered part of the tree stem for house construction up to the present. The forestry of Crypfomeria
japonica will need to adjust to the use of wood in the future; the forest management practices should shift from solid
wood products mainly for the columns containing large amounts of juvenile wood with unstable and poor in quality
wood to the wood supply for the lumbers manufacturing that uses mature wood with stable and high quality wood
in the tree to make a variety of boards.

Key words : Cryptomeria japonica, Forestry, Obi-sugi cultivars, Wood quality, Wood usages.
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“We may use wood with intelligence only
if we understand wood.”
Frank Lloyd Wright (1928)
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