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Chart 1. Diagram of the coronary artery of the ostrich heart, frontal view.

AD: A. coronaria dextra AO: Aorta AS: A. coronaria sinistra CD: R. circumflexus dexter
CS: R. circumflexus sinister IA: R. interatrialis PD: R. profundus dexter PS: R. profundus
sinister RD: R. descendens SD: R. superficialis dexter = SS: R. superficialis sinister TP:
Truncus pulmonalis VCR: V. cava cranialis dextra
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Summary

The blood vessels of four ostrich hearts were observed macroscopically.

1. The ostrich, as other birds, has three venae cavae and two pulmonary veins, and
provides morphological features of sinuatrial valves and a right atrioventricular valve.

2. There are two coronary arteries, A. coronaria dextra and A. coronaria sinistra.
The stem of two coronary arteries, as in domestic animals, do not lie in interventricular
septum but just beneath the epicardium of coronary and interventricular sulci.

3. There are four systems of cardiac veins, V. cordis dorsalis, V. cordis sinistra, V.
vordis circumflexus sinistra and Vv. cordis ventrales. The V. cordis sinistra, as in domestic
fowl, ascends in the paraconal interventricular sulcus and then passes to right between
the pulmonary trunk and left atrium to terminate in the right atrium.

Explanation of Figures

Fig. 1 Photograph of frontal (A) and back (B) halves of a ostrich heart.

Fig. 2 Radiograph of Fig. 1.
AD: A. coronaria dextra AQO: Aorta AS: A. coronaria sinistra CD: R. circumflexus
dexter CS: R. circumflexus sinister IA: R. interatrialis PD: R. profundus dexter
PS: R. profundus sinister RD: R. descendens SD: R. superficialis dexter SS: R.
superficialis sinistes TP: Truncus pulmonalis VCA: V. cava caudalis VP: Vv.
pulmonales
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