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Summary

Few reports have been made on paragonimus infection in the Japanese badger (Meles
meles anakuma). This may be because the Japanese badger is not as often captured
compared to other wild mammals in Japan. In a previous paper”, we reported that 3
out of 10 Japanese badgers captured in Miyazaki Prefecture during the hunting seasons of
1974-1976, were infected by Paragonimus mivazakii. In the present study, we examined
6 Japanese badgers captured in Miyazaki Prefecture during the hunting seasons of 1977~
1978, and found Paragonimus miyazakii in 2 of them. The results are as follows.

In the first badger, 40 worm-cysts, i.e., 23 worm-cysts in the right lung and 17 in
the left lung were found together with flukes penetrating into the pulmonary tissue, and
accompanying lesions in 12 parts of both lungs. That is, the number of parasitic and
penetrating flukes was about 80: This badger was a rare case of severe infection.

The second case was moderately infected. It had 6 worm-cysts; that is 2 in the
right lung and 4 in the left lung.  Since infection of a large number of flukes occurred
as in the first case, and since most of the parasitic and penetrating flukes were matured,
the Japanese badger is considered to be a suitable host for Paragonimus miyazakii.

The pathological findings of the lungs of the above two badgers were in accordance

with the general description by previous workers in the pathology of paragonimiasis.
But the lesions caused by the eggs of the flukes were not so very remarkable even though a
large number of flukes had invaded and many of these flukes were matured. In the
cases reported previously”, a marked catarrhal change in the bronchial system around the
worm-cyst, and efflux of a large amount of mucus into the adjacent alveolar area were
observed. However, in the two cases reported here, no such finding was observed.

Since, human infection of Paragonimus miyazakii is now definitely, the infection of
Paragonimus miyazakii in Japanese badgers and other wild mammals may be important
on public health.
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