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Summary

As the same kind had been also pasturized in other places before Misaki horse
was appointed to be a natural monument (1953), the height of Misaki horse had
been measured once. For almost 20 years since then, however, the height of
horse has been in unmeasurable condition. In regard to the frame of this horse,
only two horses were measured.

Out of 34 Misaki horses that had recently died, we measured 23 horses, whose
osseous remains we investigated into, and estimated the height of dead horses,
using Formula III of Dr. Hayashida and of others® and discussed on the relation-
ship with other horses by comparing them to others. The results are as follows:

1) The height estimated from the length of bones varies thus: 79.33 cm
(measuring just one horse)—four-month old horses; 106.71 cm (the average of
three horses)—12~18 month old ones; and 129.73 cm (the average of 19 horses)—3
year-old (or older) ones. The height of 3 year old horses geographically varies
in Toimisaki: 127.75 cm (the average out of 9 horses) in Komatsugaoka area and
131.52 cm (the average out of 10 horses) in Ogiyama area; thereby, the horses
in Ogiyama area are 3.77 cm higher.

2) The average height of Misaki horse is quite close to that of ancient
Japanese horse (of the Jyomon Period and of the Yayoi Period) and of medieval
Japanese horse (of the Kamakura Period) which have been already measured.

3) The ratio of the length of Misaki horse’s bones (about 20 parts) to the
height is closer to that of Mongol horse and of Arab than that of Tokara pony
(the small Japanese native horse) which has been already reported.
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4) In regard to scapula, humerus, radius, metacarpus, tibia, and metatarsus
of Misaki horse, the width of bones and the diameter in addition to the length
of bones were measured and compared to those of Mongol horse, and those of
ancient medieval Japanese horses.

The scapula of Misaki horse is longer and larger than that of Mongol horse;
the remaining long bones of his are generally lanky. The measurement value of
Misaki horse, however, is comparatively close to that of medieval and ancient
Japanese horses.



