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Summary

Although, from the old, Misaki horse has been pasturized almost in a savage-
like state in Toimisaki, their habitat conditions were relatively well investigated
up till 20 years ago because the management was well taken care of for the
purpose of producing horses for industrial ues. Since 1953, however, this horse
has been treated as a cultural asset; consequently, the life of horses has become
wider; their state of living is hardly investigated. Therefore, we made an in-
vestigation into the recent state of dead horses and made a research on the areas
where horses died, horses’ age, sex, the color of skin, and the state of osseous
remains. The results are as follows:

1) The number of Misaki horse, which is estimated to have died these past
few years, including the number counted by the investigation on osseous remains
is 34 in total—18 before 1970, 14 in 1971 and 2 in 1972 (as of April 18).

The number of dead horses varies by the regional groups: 7 in Komatsugaoka
area and 7 in Ogiyama area—similar in number. The number varies by age: 8—
12 month-old (or younger), 6—1~2 year-old, 7—3~8 year old, 10—9 year older and
3 unknowns in age. Thereby, the death rate of young horses or of those who
are old enough for bredding is extremely higher than that of aged horses. The
sex of dead horses is itematized as 8 males, 22 females and 4 unknown; thus, the
death rate of female is far higher than that of male. The skin color of dead
horses is itematized as 11 brown bays, 2 red-brown bays, 4 black-brown bays, 1
black and 16 unknown.

2) 'The recent birth rate of Misaki horse is 19 in 1970 (3 males and 9 females),
16 in 1971 (6 males and 9 females) and 3 in 1972 (3 males as of April 18). This
reveals that the birth rate is far behind the death rate of horses.

3) Out of 34 dead horses, 23 horses—12 in Komatsugaoka area and 11 in
Ogiyama area—were investigated on their osseous remains.

The number of osseous remains geographically varies: 6 horses on the slope,
12 on the gentle slope and 5 on the level. The number varies by the surrounding
state; 5 in the forest of big cedar trees, 4 in the forest of medium cedar trees,
5 in the forest of small cedar trees, 4 in the forest of mixed cedar tress and 5 in
the grass land. By the state at the time of our investigation, the number varies
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thus: 8 dead bodies which were left as they were, 10 which were gathered on
one spot and 5 scattered bodies.

Out of these 23 dead horses, only 11 horses were recognized with their bones.
Out of these dead horses into which we made an investigation, 19 horses main-
tained the whole part of cranium, 2 with only mandible, 2 without cranium at all.
Out of 19 horses maintaining the whole cranium, 10 horses, we found, were both
of maxilla and of wolf tooth.





