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Land hermit crabs recorded from Miyazaki Prefecture, Japan
Tomoyuki MIUrRA

Department of Marine Biology and Environmental Sciences,
Faculty of Agriculture, University of Miyazaki

Summary : The occurrence of land hermit crabs was investigated on the Pacific coast of Miyazaki Prefecture, Japan.
Among seven known Japanese species, only two were recorded from Miyazaki Prefecture, Coenobita purpureus
Stimpson, 1858 and C. rugosus H. Milne Edwards, 1837. These two were distinguishable by the color of ocular
peduncle and the symmetry balance of the male fifth legs (gonopods). Coenobita purpureus was recorded from
Kushima city, Miyazaki city and Kadogawa town. Some large females collected from Aoshima island, Miyazaki
city, with more than 10 mm in shield length were ovigerous. This species thus breeds and recruits the local popu-
lation in the area. On the other hand, C. rugosus was recorded only from the Honjo River esturary and the specimens
were always much smaller than 10 mm in shield length. Thus, Coenobita rugosus is not thought to recruit within
the area and the occurrence may be caused by the larval dispersal from the Nansei islands where the species is rather
common on the coast.

Key words : Seashore, Crustacea, Natural monument, Distribution

LIS AH % KA Y

1% R UG - BB R RS 7 e Coenobita cavipes Stimpson, 1858
OV RFAVETHY, 20EBALT Y N YR AHYRAY
U & Coenobita Latreille, 1829& ¥ = 1 fli’z Coenobita perlatus H. Milne Edwards, 1837
Gie¥ W =J& Birgus Linnaeus, 17697572 5 TRANDY KLY

. \ . g g Coenobita rugosus H. Milne Edwards, 1837
%% K% V% Coenobitidae Dana 1851 % #ik 9
oo LFYXAHY KA Y

HAE E 3 NSyl >
°. Lb{i\’ ENDBRAL Y 0 ) IR = LTI T Coenobita purpureus Stimpson, 1858
O 7THEMRMBN TS (Nakasone 1988 ; ffi7=iR D ANTHEF B RS Y

2003 ; Hifr 2004). Coenobita violascens Heller, 1862
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Coenobita brevimanus Dana, 1852 Coenobita spinosus H. Miline Edwards, 1837
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