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Estimation of the total area size of tidal flats in Miyazaki prefecture, Japan

Tomoyuki MIurRA

Department of Marine Biology and Environmental Sciences, Faculty of Agriculture,

University of Miyazaki

Summary : The total area size of tidal flats in Miyazaki prefecture was estimated from the image analysis on the
public aerial photographs supplied by the Geographical Survey Institute, Japan. Fluctuating unnaturally, the total size
was recorded as 193 ha in 1978, 42 ha in 1984 and 640 ha in 1998 in a series of national survey on the natural en-
vironment by the Ministry of Environment (or Environment Agency before 2001). Our estimation of the total area
size was 402.7 ha including about 100 ha of foreshore flats and about 300 ha of river mouth estuary flats.
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