R
“Ngugi wa Thiong’o, the writer in politics: his language choice and legacy”

TAMADA Yoshiyuki

Studies in
Linguistic Expression
No.ip

CONTENTS

The Longuntic Bxpreaion Soctety
of ifyuge Pniversits of Tracher Education

Studies in Linguistic Expression
No. 19 (2003)
pp. 12-21

F=LR=THRALTVET,
(http://tamada.med.miyazaki-u.ac.jp/tamada/works/nqugi/ngugi-writer-e.doc)

1. “Shipwrecked”

The aim of this essay is to provide an estimation of Ngugi wa Thiong’o and his writings by tracing
how he made a language choice of his writing, and how he has been forced to live in exile and still
struggles against injustice from outside his country. The following analyses are to point out the
harsh realities that contemporary African writers in politics are to confront, and at the same time, to
pose us a grave question that part of the prosperity in the developed world is based on the sacrifice
of those kinds of harsh realities that Ngugi is now confronting.

Twenty years have passed since Ngugi wa Thiong’o visited London on June 8, 1982 and never
returned to his home. He is staying in the United States in exile and his homecoming has never
been realized. As he refers to his own situation as being “shipwrecked,” recalling James Joyce’s
mariners, renegades, and castaways, he is now living “the reality of the modern writer in Africa.”

Why was he forced to be “shipwrecked”? The reason is quite simple; he became a real threat to
the Kenyan government.

He was educated at Makerere University, Uganda and at Leeds University, in the United Kingdom,
in @ Western style as many African leaders were. “At Makerere University the course was based on
the syllabus for English studies at the University of London,” so in due course he began to make his
writings in English under the name of James Ngugi. His works were highly evaluated; Weep Not,
Child won the first prize for Anglophone novels at the first World Festival of Negro Arts in Dakar in
1966; he was awarded the Lotus Prize in Literature at the 5th Afro-Asian Writers Conference in
Alma Ata, Khazakhstan in 1973. That same year he attended the International Emergency

.76_



Conference on Korea in Tokyo and delivered a speech, appealing for the release of the Korean poet
Kim Chi Ha, then imprisoned in South Korea.

In 1967 he became Special Lecturer in English of University College, Nairobi, the first African
member of the department. At many international conferences he delivered vigorous plenary
speeches and presented extensive papers. He was also invited by many universities to lecture. All
his activities, however, were in the context of English literature by an African writer, not in the
context of African Literature. As long as he was perceived in this context, he was not a real threat to
the regime; on the contrary he was to play a role of the spokesman who showed the world that the
newly independent Kenya was a “democratic” country with freedom of speech guaranteed.

It was not until he began to walk together with peasants and workers by making his writings in
his mother tongue, Gikuyu, after changing name to Ngugi wa Thiong’o that he became a symbol of
threat to the system.

In Kenya, like in other African countries, the basis of the exploiting system is peasants and
workers. When Europeans began to colonize African countries, they robbed Africans of their land
and posed them various taxes, so Africans were forced to become landless peasants and workers.
Some were forced to pick up tea as wage workers in white man’s farms and others to serve as
domestic workers for white families. In that system there were no problems for the regime as long
as Ngugi was not truly on the side of the peasants and workers, however hard he made his literary
activities even in an international context.

The situation became totally different when Ngugi began to stand on the side of peasants and
workers.

2. “To choose an audience is to choose a class”

Under the colonial system the creation of a middle class was intentionally prevented by
Europeans and filled the gap with imported foreigners. But companies and plantations needed
foremen who served as mediators and could speak the language of the employers, which led to the
development of a new type of administrative African middle class. They were given the privilege of
going to school and learned much of European culture. They began to read criticism against
colonialism. Some of them reacted against the cultural oppression in the colonies. Some of them
were against social discrimination as a group, but they were tempted to imitate the Europeans’
privileged way of life. From the beginning Ngugi was involved in that kind of contradiction.

So, it is natural that while he was active as a creative writer and teacher at Nairobi University, he
repeatedly asked himself: “For whom do I write?” He keenly felt the contradiction of language
choice. He recalls:

I was a student at Leeds University in the mid-Sixties when I first strongly felt a sense of
despair at that contradiction in my situation as a writer. I had just published A Grain of Wheat,
a novel that dealt with the Kenyan peoples’ struggle for independence. But the very people
about whom I was writing were never going to read the novel or have it read for them. I had
carefully sealed their lives in a linguistic case. Thus whether I was based in Kenya or outside,
my opting for English had already marked me as a writer in exile. Perhaps Andrew Gurr had
been right after all. The African writer is already set aside from people by his education and
language choice.

The situation of the writer in 20th-century Africa mirrors that of the larger society. For if the
writer has been in a state of exile - whether it is physical or spiritual - the people themselves
have been in exile in relationship to their economic and political landscape.’

When he was involved in the community activities by the peasants and workers, it was natural

that he made a major shift in his life. At that time there was a choice for him as to whether he
should stand on the side of the regime or on the side of peasants and workers. He explains:
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In 1976 the peasants and workers of Kamiriithu village, which is about 30km from Nairobi,
came together to form what later came to be called the Kamiriithu Community, Education, and
Culture Centre. These people wanted a theatre. How could one then write or script a play
without using their own language? I must say that this was a major shift in my life, and part of
my decision, in fact, to write in the Gikuyu language had its origins in my experience working
with the people of Kamiriithu.*

He chaired the cultural committee of the Centre, which commenced adult literacy classes.
Village-based theatre groups were established and tried to create their own performances but
found it difficult to find a theatre to perform in. Even after independence, in every phase of society
the cultural forces representing foreign interests were virtually dominant. Ngugi points out:

Now our visitor might visit schools. The English language dominates a Kenyan child’s life from
primary school to university and after....a Kenyan child grows up admiring the culture carried by
these foreign languages, in effect western European ruling class cultures and looks down on the
culture carried by the language of his particular nationality....

But it is in the theatre that this domination by foreign cultural interests is most nakedly clear.
Nairobi has recently seen a mushrooming of neo-colonial foreign cultural institutions like the
French Cultural Centre, the German Goethe Institute, the Japanese Cultural Institute, and of
course the American Information Services. Some of these institutes promote theatre and
theatre-related events and discussions. But naturally they are basically interested in selling a
positive image of their neo-colonial profit-hunting adventurism in Asia, Africa and Latin
America....

What really annoys most patriotic Kenyans about the theatre scene in their own country is not
so much the above foreign presences but the fact that the Kenya government-owned premises,
The Kenya Cultural Centre and The Kenya National Theatre, should themselves be controlled by
foreigners offering foreign theatre to Kenyans. A foreign imperialist cultural mission, i.e. The
British Council, occupies virtually all the offices at The Kenya Cultural Centre. The governing
council of the same Centre is chaired by a British national and The British Council is in addition
represented on the council. The Kenya National Theatre which is run by the governing council is
completely dominated by foreign-based theatre groups like The City Players and Theatre Ltd.
What these groups offer has nothing to do with Kenyan life except when maybe they offer racist
shows like The King and I or Robinson Crusoe....>

Given these circumstances the group at the Center began to perform their own play by
themselves in 1977. They asked Ngugi and his colleague Ngugi wa Mirii to script a play in Gikuyu. It
was a turning point and a major shift in his life; he was not able to avoid his language choice. He
sums up his own choice:

---If you write in a foreign language, you are (whether you like it or not) assuming a
foreign-language readership. In other words, if you are writing in English you must be
assuming an English-speaking readership - in most African countries this can only mean a
minority ruling class, a ruling class which is often the object of your criticism as a writer. If I
write in the Gikuyu language (or in any African language, for that matter); I am assuming an
African readership and so, in fact, am assuming a peasant and worker audience. That is why it
is correct to say that to choose an audience is to choose a class.®

Ngugi chose a peasant and worker audience and, along with Ngugi wa Mirii, wrote for them a

script of Ngaahika Ndeenda which later came to be known as I will marry when I want.
He became reassured that he should play the role of a writer:
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What is important is not only the writer's honesty and faithfulness in capturing and reflecting
the struggles around him, but also his attitude to those big social and political issues. It is not
simply a matter of a writer's heroic stand as a social individual - though this is crucial and
significant - but the attitudes and the world view embodied in his work and with which he is
persuading us to identify vis-a-vis the historical drama his community is undergoing. What we
are talking about is whether or not a writer's imaginative leap to grasp reality is aimed at helping
in the community's struggle for a certain quality of life free from all parasitic exploitative relations
- the relevance of literature in our daily struggle for the right and security to bread, shelter,
clothes and song, the right of a people to the products of their own sweat. The extent to which
the writer can and will help in not only explaining the world but in changing it will depend on his
appreciation of the classes and values that are struggling for a new order, a new society, a more
human future, and which classes and values are hindering the birth of the new and the hopeful.
And of course it depends on which side he is in these class struggles of his times.”

Through the theatrical activities with peasants and workers, he made clear his standpoint as a
writer. He began to stand on the side of the class of peasants and workers.

Those peasants and workers were enthusiastic; they designed and built an open-air stage in the
centre of the village. The actors were all peasants and workers. They completely broke with the
hitherto accepted theatrical traditions; the initial reading and discussion of the script was done in
the open; the selection of actors was done in the open with the village audience helping in the
selection; all the rehearsals for four months were done in the open with an ever increasing crowd of
commentators and directors; the dress rehearsal was done to an audience of over one thousand
peasants and workers.

“When the show finally opened to a fee-paying audience, the group performed to thousands of
peasants and workers who often would hire buses or trek on foot in order to come and see the play.
For the first time, the rural people could see themselves and their lives and their history portrayed
in a positive manner. For the first time in their post-independence history a section of the peasantry
had broken out of the cruel choice that was hitherto their lot: the bar or the church. And not the
least, they smashed the racialist view of peasants as uncultured recipients of cultures from
beneficient foreigners.”

With the help of writers peasants and workers began to become conscious of their position in the
society and to understand the exploiting system around them, which might have been a real threat
to the regime.

3. Ngaahika Ndeenda

How is his imaginative leap to grasp reality “aimed at helping in the community's struggle for a
certain quality of life free from all parasitic exploitative relations” How could “thousands of
peasants and workers see themselves and their lives and their history portrayed in a positive
manner”?

Ngaahika Ndeenda is a three-act play about Kiguunda, a farm labourer and his relatives and his
neighbours. He is cheated by Ahabkioi (Kioi), a wealthy farmer and businessman and robbed of his
land. In the process he realizes how farm labourers are exploited by wealthy Kenyans who
collaborate with foreign businessmen, and at the same time how important their unity is to struggle
“for the right and security to bread, shelter, clothes and song, the right of a people to the products
of their own sweat.” '

In the play Kiguunda complains of their hardships of life:

---I drive @ machine all the day,

You pick tea-leaves all the day,
Our wives cultivate the fields all the day
And someone says you don‘t work hard?
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The fact is

That the wealth of our land

Has been grabbed by a tiny group
Of the Kiois and the Ndugires
In partnership with foreigners!...?

Kiguunda is one of the poor wage workers. One day he receives Kioi’s visit. Kioi has become rich
as he was one of the homeguards who were employed as local agents enforcing Emerency rules
during the Independence War. His aim was to acquire Kiguunda’s small pieces of land. A foreign
businessman asks Kioi to drive the poor labourers to sell their strips of land for a planned insecticide
factory. He always collaborates with foreign businessmen.

Kiguunda is cornered and ends up with losing his land. He tries to kill Kioi with a knife for
revenge, but in vain.

One of the neigbours tries to comfort Kiguunda during his troubles.

Whatever the weight of our problems,
Let’s not fight among ourselves.

Let’s not turn violence within us against us,
Destroying our homes

While our enemies snore in piece....*°

At the end of the play they sing together in unison;

[Sings]
Two hands can carry a beehive,
One man’s ability is not enough,
One finger cannot kill a louse,
Many hands make work light.
Why did Gikuyu say those things?
Development will come from our unity.
Unity is our strength and wealth.
A day will surely come when
If a bean falls to the ground
It'll be split equally among us,
For -

This historical success of those peasants and workers eventually leads to Ngugi’s political
detention. At the end of 1977 he was arrested and detained. After about a whole year’s detention
he was released, but denied his position of University of Nairobi. In 1979 he was arrested again,
this time, with Ngugi wa Mirii, the co-author of Ngaahika Ndeenda.

4. Kenyatta detained Ngugi

In 1977 Ngugi was detained by the president Jomo Kenyatta, who once fought against
colonialism for independence together with peasants and workers. In 1979 he was detained by
Daniel arap Moi who succeeded Kenyatta and has ruled unchallenged for more than twenty three
years.

It was ironic indeed that Jomo Kenyatta, the hero of the Independence War detained Ngugi.
Kenyatta, once one of the oppressed, who fought against the oppressor for independence, became
the oppressor.  Ngugi hints to us how Kenyatta made the shift after independence;

But KANU (the Kenya African National Union) was a mass movement containing within it
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different class strata and tendencies: peasant, proletarian, and petty-bourgeois. Leadership
was in the hands of the petty-bourgeoisie, itself split into three sections representing three
tendencies: there was the upper petty-bourgeoisie that saw the future in terms of a
compradorial alliance with imperialism; there was the middle petty-bourgeoisie which saw the
future in terms of national capitalism; and there was the lower petty-bourgeoisie which saw the
future in terms of some kind of socialism. The upper petty-bourgeoisie can be branded as
comprador; and the middle and lower petty-bourgeoisie can be branded as nationalistic. The
internal struggle for the ideological dominance and leadership of KANU from 1961 to 1966 was
mainly between the faction representing comprador bourgeois interests, and the faction
representing national patriotic interests. The faction representing the political line of
comprador bourgeoisie was the one enormously strengthened when KADU (the Kenya African
Democratic Union) joined KANU. This faction, led by Kenyatta, Gichuru and Mboya, also
controlled the entire coercive state machinery inherited intact from colonial times. The patriotic
faction was backed by the masses but it did not control the central organs of the party or the
state and it was the one considerably weakened by KADU's entry. But the internal struggles
continued with unabated fury.

The struggles were primarily over what economic direction Kenya should take. The
comprador bourgeoisie which had been growing in the womb of the colonial regime desired to
protect and enhance its cosy alliance with foreign economic interests---.

But by 1966, the comprador bourgeois line, led by Kenyatta, Mboya and others, had triumphed.
This faction, using the inherited colonial state machinery, ousted the patriotic elements from the
party leadership, silencing those who remained and hounding others to death."

Kenyatta, as the president of the state and the representative of the comprador bourgeoisie class,
had no other choice but to oust Ngugi, one of the patriotic elements, for he was a real threat to the
whole system. Through cultural activities Ngugi helped peasants and workers, the very basis of the
exploitative system, to be conscious of who they are and what the system is.

And, he was “shipwrecked.”

5. “The continent left to die”

In the past twenty years while Ngugi was away from his country, the comprador bourgeoisie
class and some industrialized countries have enhanced their alliances by strengthening their
economic ties. Those industrialized countries have prospered by making the best use of ODA
(Official Development Assistance), an important instrument of neo-colonial strategies, in addition
to investments and trade. Japan is one of the leading trading partners being the No. 1 ODA donor
to Kenya.13 The comprador bourgeoisie class, the most influential force in those countries, has
salted away a personal fortune by using the state machinery. President Moi is believed to own a
whole street in Hawaii, some buildings in New York City, and to keep a tremendous amount of
money in a Swiss bank, as Mobutu in Zaire once did. The debts of the country have accumulated
year by year. Corruption has eaten deep into the fabric of the whole society. The gap between the
rich and the poor has deepened further. The land has deteriorated even more. And now the AIDS
epidemic has attacked the country relentlessly. This sexally transmitted disease is fatal in poor
countries, especially in a culture like Kenya’s where prostitution and male promiscuity are widely
accepted because of the polygamy system.

Once a person is infected with HIV, there is no cure at present, even though therapy can prolong
the lives of the patients. It follows that without drugs many infected victims will die soon or later in
countries like Kenya. The drastic reduction of population in developing countries never fails to
threaten the present structure of the neo-colonial system in the industrialized countries to its
foundation, for the basis of exploitation is upon peasants and workers in developing countries.

Researchers have developed a lot of drugs and now multi-drug therapy, through a combination
of reverse transcriptase inhibitors and protease inhibitors, is transforming and prolonging the lives

.81.



of many AIDS patients. But the price of the drugs is tremendous even in the industrialized countries.
In developing countries like Kenya, drug therapies are completely out of reach financially.

“Africa: the continent left to die,” the title of a newspaper article, is very shocking, but it
symbolizes the scourge of this AIDS epidemic:

Twenty vears is a long time. The fact that Ngugi’s homecoming has not been realized shows that
the comprador bourgeoisie class has prospered by using the state machinery and by enhancing
alliances with foreign economic interests. But the land has deteriorated even more. The gap
between the rich and the poor has deepened. The country is in crisis with corruption and
accumulated debts. And now the AIDS threat has been added. “Africa: the continent left to die,” the
title of a newspaper article, is very shocking, but it symbolizes the plight of this AIDS situation:our
time;

With the "AIDS time bomb" widely perceived as having been brought under control in the
industrialised world, new figures show that despite strenuous efforts in many African countries, the
Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) is beginning to exact its deadly toll on the continent. At least
30 million Africans are expected to die from AIDS in the next 20 years: it will kill more people than
war or famine, it will undermine young democracies and put millions of orphans on the streets.

Among Africans, whose nutritional intake is poor, Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS)
kills quickly. Among the uneducated and superstitious, where the status of women is low, AIDS
spreads unhindered and sufferers are thrown out by their families or have their homes burnt down.
Only a tiny elite can afford drugs such as AZT, 3TC and protease inhibitors, which can make AIDS a
chronic disease rather than a death sentence.™

Kenya is in a deep crisis that we have never seen before. Ngugi’s mother country is now “left to
die.”
Kenya, Ngugi wa Thiong’o’s mother country, is now “left to die.”
(Miyazaki Medical College)
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! Ngugi wa Thiong’o, “From the corridors of silence,” The Weekend Guardian (October 21-22, 1989),
p. 2.
% Ngugi, “Ngugi on Ngugi,” in Ngugi wa Thiong’o: The Making of a Rebel by Carol Sicherman (Hans
Zell Publishers, 1990), p. 21.
* Ngugi, “From the corridors of silence,” p. 3.
* Ngugi, “Interview with Ngugi wa Thiong’o,” Marxism Today (September, 1982), p. 35.
> Ngugi, Writers in Politics (London: Heinemann, 1981), pp. 43-44.
6 > Ngugi, “Interview with Ngugi wa Thiong'o,” p. 35.

Ngugn Writers in Poljitics, pp. 74-75.

8 Ngugi, Writers in Politics, p. 47.
° Ngugi, Ngaahika Ndeenda, I Will Marry When I Want (Harare: Zimbabwe Publishing House, 1986),
pp. 61-62.
% Ngugi, Ngaahika Ndeenda, I Will Marry When I Want, p. 110.
L [ Will Marry When I Want, pp. 114-115.
12 Ngugi, Detained: A Writers Prison Diary (London: Heinemann, 1981), pp. 52 54
3 The Homepage of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan :

(http //www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/gaiko/oda99/ge/g5-12.htm)

% Alex Duval Smith, “Africa: the continent left to die,” The Independent included in The Daily
Yomiuri (September 12, 1999), p. 14.

.82.



#HEL 2-1

55 27 FEIRERAST T8 v KD
FEIRERNAKETT LIRS VR8RS 7L v b

.83_



527 M IGERIRSET TR VAT LAEAE SV

@Mr. Gordon Cyrus Mwangi(3—1-#452-A79% ) 7O 74— 1L @
19464, 7= 7&EFh. TAREREZERE, y—7XH
BERET, 9FICHBREREFRAFHERICBY, X2
ELEmE%, BIREST., REXELPH - OPREF
ZHRET, 1990EH o MEFRAPHERFHRAR, T, @
BRERALT SO #4815,
g T765-8506 F N R B RHET3-2-1
MEERAH S E-mail  gmwangi@sg-u. ac. jp

BRI LAD I L@

SHOLURCIALTIE. PZURZETIATA XM
HEICOVTHELELLBLET., 2 F—LAFFELAL
Ty P RARE, BMAEORMBERY EFEY, Tk A
T« LT XHINGThe Last Plague [BRBDEHRL T
WY EF DR T - TEHY . 72T AEFTRLL

BAANZE>THERGMBETYT. £5254. SOBKRTHE,

TAXERLEMETERLL, 72U AT AMNEEL
TOHOIEHOEANNSRER L E2 ERABY ET, B0
RT, TOEAAICH L THERESHRNLIELEITHE
FH. BAKRZRICHY EF LI, T#E A5TIUA
ERS EHICALEAEETIRENHLIONENSZET
L 31

BEEAHE E5BbhFETH.

#hk 2-2

VAN

OERERRT 747 IREER
RS
MERT—@/LOLOEE]
W RHCEROSHD
BRR AL 2.
ONEFRAFHIPEHR
Cyrus Mwangi
I7oUNBEIHTAXE
RO ATYTA
OEMATESHER
EHET
7 2UbOxA XIS
—HEEE SR

024 o

S EBRE R,

BE, BT OYAHNEFFAAEENBE
OBRRIHRERT 5, DETIOHOHEY
yod REOMRYSUhGE, TU7F -
T2 AERLNIACHEU EENT hEE
=EH, 0EL YERZMHORE TG, B
HRZ2EEMTHT>TWVA, 04F, BTaE
BRERAEE, EMRITRE, 9064, B
MEEE, 2001F. F—XLSUTFOEFY
DaRPICT HERX Y U TIcB 50818

ERELUREES) OBREERHE, RERSLY. @ﬁ&%E
EEOEHFICK Y, B7IUALTS LA AAHNETEEME
RIEER. 024, BABEMMERMOERT. 7424
CRFRMERENED, BEEUL IS L3, Bk

THRLBORABEME LS RE, EHLSERD BE
mE, HauERRARKCHRBELGBRL. BAXH, &
FERE. BE. BEf. Ov—TUXLGESFERCOEHET
J. [RJBROHDEMED ) OREWITROEET. B

RTHLTORBELGH TS,

E®i

ERT-BVLOLOEVE VIS5 LAF0RELSER
[Gil Bk, #FE AR, GRERD

TYL5Lt+ BEBECEELRGLFELLL)
HEER P—ho. B OUAERE.  GEEFRD

HiE% E-mail : ukyo007€m10. alpha—net. ne. jp

D
g

A =L IGOHCTEA
BT S S

ALY

et
IS SSo

SN NFO M
BT A

FEOR

LSRN 24

TS

By
DL
AR

SUYIRARRRN

b3

1 4 &N 5
N ot ¢
S B2 R SERRSHIEIR G0Nk 0 X MR Y SRR

ERIIBREL T GO RN AR RSN

[ OSCHRRGIDT bl

TRUGHELA 18R
PR LD

SRR
GCIIRE A S 2

| e SRRSO R

.84.



"‘ﬁ& WEAELSA

4§ BR28EMYBNE. BRREER, RELALE :
WEAEMEALRE LY, MROBEABEE., E‘EEG)*}‘ET—
TBES>TOSORERKICRER LSS . ﬂﬂ‘léhmﬁﬂin\
b, FPR. SBRRSELPCEE, b L H AR, HETER
OEEEHBEREE, ZLT. DENES DS Ea—FRHES
L BEEL OBESREAEBEL .

BRI DA VA Ea—~, BERAB LK, BMSARTKL
BEIUOBMTCHRALILETE >TTE oz, RBEIENIADEI
BERAFENL, BIZEOL—ET7EHALRYDICKENLE,

W SANEEERTEANE., TRIZEZIDSA4 ) CTHEELRE
DIRFESLIACMR, £5-ALS, ThiIZEFITRET S,
ROLhE. WBRTHD. TLLHMNIHD 1. BUFNISD 1, &
EESTIREATL > ARSIV OLVENSHOD 1, ML A NE
hBAE kR, 1 E53RONDEMSALER. LWALALHEE
oA, ERICLESICRESIATLE LI, D& 3FAICR
BEED. BRELGE (COXEMLEI—ET7IE. BEERASMT
LOEBRIZEBAOALTIE)  CESNMRYEBRLLD. BRER
RDAENTO BN —HE. @mambrm\v B LUVE TITiN R
B—E. 413 E2—-0OME. BAEEENBRL, ZO0EMEHEBH
MTH-1.

ZREORGBRVF>TLI0E. BBLOBLTREEH—TZ
FIo, FRETRATV AR LR, BLHERA TRELN’E LAL
WHHE ZRTHEVVAR K, BEXREC BRETHENEELT
WAL LR, | BEBYEDRICHYENS, BBRIOFICH
morxéﬁtﬁﬁéb ﬁ%mﬁbmvrfbklatc

AR EAT—~ ESERER

A IUM£E

N H EMXE
q /BEJ’?-—— )

OFFEHEOG

F, IUREEDQERCERETZ 0 1 EFEORBEAMNLRE
EIEEERY., £, EHELICZOILERELLEILE
PECOVURSHLIZERLEL. WRERBBIERT
TEokhiz, BHLOVASDa—LEHR2TA w3 Ea—IC
L TTS okl &, Foo WAL ERCyrus Mwangi
RELHEEEN>TTEY . SEO I URIOILREDREL
UBEELGOTTFESoLERKEE, FLT, HiLLLvp, &<
FNALREDS URDHLICENL TT & dMvangi 8%, &
KEFICCOBEHY THBLBLETET., CORBGHEND
[CBHOSHLT—HTT. REBIZTORLAEN1ELET,
FOABHICIZEFRELILONBYET. LEBAIE, ©F
BICU>TH 5B LE (. FRTRRPOLBEORTHLHER
TNERASI CETELRE-DLBELOFHOBBEBVET,
CORETIEL ORI Y LACOBEOMICL ., WAREEE LY
BEICBUCHEIS &, A VAL —CEZTTHET, &
fo. FBEOERHNEE. RELPFLTEIREEFHRTL
Bz, YRS LORITHXESECELTHYET . £ED
AEBYM, FLTOOAMEDS LS4, FARKEEEELT
LV RUY AREREBICVS o Ly o B IAICE - THE
WOBELRYET o LEH2TEYET.

LUoRTHARER HE
QREOELALORBADIRRS

DRSS LT . REHEBUALCRES
E#50ET, HU. BRERIZTSmdEEL,

HE:: 11 R23H #4156~

AENS, -
e AT ETABILIES. BT h 5
BAAESORLMX CEE L1z, T, TORTHRARMN:
HTRLEERICED A3 & AEHOMNBITOET, 20
BOH, BEE. #ERISSVTOENESM THET S5 512
BY. SLEFOREGELEEE~RT 5D ES T 25
Uiz, FALHRTREQEBBHL XA, FERLGASEMT
DEBEST, LE. BRTEOEMAKAE BY EFSATL
LZOMN, WABBEETY., JORETCIREERAL IS LERT
FoEBEMENEALT. RLEOELS (ALBROHS
BRI SIFEAGIOIEESAICEATHESLVLERNE
?uik‘77Uﬁau50ﬁﬁU&ﬁbf\KX$®&§F&
DERETRE L BEERAEHBOCyrus Mvangi &1z,
YHOBRETAXIZDNVTHELLTHEIS LR GTD$¢°
WEREERFHL TS > Lo 2= BEFTI2UATLEM. B
TI2UABHFZFOETI2VAEEDE I BRRIHIDNEES
BLECIRTT, B AADEASI Ky FAST RS
EXSLTIUBTIN, TOSROREBLTRIAIAL

B 5

@IBERNS
B ERFRERFRS GEFER) . ERGERICNBREROEEIC
Lo THBENTVET, BROPICHHRE LEOESBRICREER T
HOBMARGRAHS, T4~ RO—HIC8MUEALLNET L, BREHT
A SMRE~RENCEMLTOHAEVET,

EEOFEHE LTI, 77107 BRLEOEREEH I v -7~ AMSA
(Asian Medical Students’ Association )" M EMT Z2EMEW~OBING,
HREHOEFE FRSERBAOERERMEIFMSA (Internal Federation
of Medical Students’ Ascciation ) DEMADBMMAELDLDEAL>TVE
2',, BICSEOSAINIKIFMAZEC T RS Y EF YD hOWMPEFAREL

B, MAIEDE. BLBTEHT HMRIL MR, J>Lf0ﬁ§ﬁ‘3‘ﬁ$l,'€

s iseammnesnnisic Sl Bt e E s GO EREMR BT AR AOS. DA E R

DEROBERBZEEMTEYET.

S EHET REQOTUT(—L S

19494, EER4%Th, MAHSEEREEEER ¥
ROUBREE, KIRTRXPHEWLEERT, 198781
EHERKAR (REHXP) EPRLE. EXH. B8
HOHEOHHFEY, HidicsY, FRIEELY. &
FOUABE. P2VAXLHEELTE. EXCR
Africa and its Descendants (Yokohama: Mondo Books
1995) £z &, BER|ICiEAlex La Guma, And a Threefold
Cord® [HE L THPLETAIZ] (M. 19924 &
%

A EBRRRETXTRFSN0 EGRPEEMEEH
Te0985(85)3595  E-mail:yoshiyuki_tamada@ybb. ne. jp

0L KRS LA D Ry~ T @
SEIK. YIS LA CEREIHELS sLFREHSA
DEFL. FPIVAOTAXERIZDVDTDLT X EA
DHFEESIHT, SIEEXMERYOICLTF OV AOT
4 XBBEOBRRK & ERMTERICOVTHELZLEED
*

o

PHREBLEMERHLTOELRFIZWYFE, 7Y
ROV TEZSBEERT, ERHOXFEORKTLT

TURERYEFREIICRYELR, REGEBADS
?ﬂt%%ﬁ(b#bofb%??Uh@HﬁE~Eﬁw
PUOALEIILicEoT, A5AOHERELHER
FELTY,

Pe—— o e,
(ERRRERMARRTE)

.85.



3

REEE LA X 72T DG TF A A - E—=T by

"ESP Dyt & Higk, H 35
(2004)
517 RA Y

F—=LR=STHRELTHET,
(http://tamada.med.mivazaki-u.ac.ip/tamada/works/africa/04esp-nicepeople.doc)

_86.



Summary

The aim of this paper is to show how and why I used Nice People® in my English class for
second-year medical students.?

Nice People is a novel by a Kenyan writer published in 1992. I selected the book as a textbook for
the class because it is unique and important in three ways. Firstly, it depicts the dawn of the AIDS
epidemic of the early 1980’s, which serves as a precious history. Secondly, it focuses on the richer
class who held many privileges in the exploitative system during the neo-colonial stage. Thirdly, it is
written from the point of view of a doctor, which will interest medical students.

I hope the novel will show the future doctors of Japan the unknown realities of how Kenyans were
panicked by the emerging infectious disease and forced to fight against the outbreak, which I hope
will motivate them to learn more and provide hints to them as to how to cope with an unexpected
crisis.

The AIDS crisis is a global issue that we are facing and cannot avoid, especially medical students.
1t is important for us to know what students need in English classes, and that it is necessary to
prepare suitable materials which will motivate them. That is why I chose Nice People in my English
class for second-year medical students.
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Abstract

This paper aims to show how important it is for medical and nursing students in the ‘global age’
to understand the AIDS crisis in Africa, especially in Southern Africa, through the analysis of the
relationship between South Africa and the AIDS drug issues.

The AIDS situation in Africa is now devastating, so we might easily understand from the data on life
expectancy below that the AIDS epidemic chokes the life out of Southern Africa e

The consciousness of medical and nursing students in Japan seems not to be ready to understand
the harsh realities of the AIDS situation in a fundamental sense. But such students are in an
advantageous position to be able to get an accurate grasp of the situation because they can
understand the infection mechanisms of the disease. And Japan, as well as the ‘developed’
countries, is responsible for the neo-colonial system imposed under the guise of ‘aid” and
‘development’ which has been one of the main causes of poverty and ignorance in Africa. For we
cannot deny the fact that we are on the side of the robber and, consciously or unconsciously, have
benefited from the present system.

It has been a long time since the relationship between intellectual property and the WTO on the
AIDS drug issue was discussed, but the realities of the disease remain primarily unchanged,
perhaps having become even worse.

The AIDS crisis is a global issue that we are facing and cannot avoid, especially medical and
nursing students. I hope this paper might motivate them to think about AIDS issues more deeply as
something connected to their own lives.
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Summary

This paper aims to show why I have picked up the 1995 Ebola issue in Zaire in my English classes
for medical students. It is important for English teachers to know what students need in English
classes, and necessary to prepare suitable materials which motivate them. The 1995 Ebola
outbreak in Zaire, a good material for the classes, spread fear around the globe through media. It is
mainly because there were some wrong and exaggerated reports and lack of fundamental
information on Zaire. Cong, including the former Zaire - the present République Démocratique du
Congo, has been exploited by European and American powers. Without precise information and
perspective, we cannot find possible RX for survival. Through historical analysis of the Congo, this
paper shows the backgrounds for a fair understanding of the Ebola issue and the Congo for the
students.
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“Human Sorrow — AIDS Stories Depict An African Crisis”
TAMADA Yoshiyuki
1. AIDS epidemic in the neo-colonial stage

This essay aims to show how AIDS stories in Kenya depict an African crisis that we have never
seen in history. The AIDS situation in Africa is so devastating as is pointed out in a newspaper
article containing the headlines; “Africa: the continent left to die — The Aids virus will kill 30 million
Africans in the next 20 years. Are the drug companies making the situation worse?”! Most Japanese,
however, do not pay much attention to African issues including the emergent AIDS crisis, even
though our country is closely related to some of the African countries through trade. The Japanese
have prospered by making use of ODA (Official Development Assistance), a central instrument of
the neo-colonial strategy, in addition to investments and trade, by having enhanced alliances with
the *nice people, a few chosen African elites. For example, Japan is one of the leading trading
partners of Kenya as well as the most important ODA donor.? Nevertheless, most Japanese do not
even know the existence of African literature.® But there is in fact a high-standard literature in
Africa. Nice People* is a memoir which records the history of the outbreak of AIDS as early as 1984.
The Last Plague” is a novel which depicts the details of those suffering with AIDS related problems,
which offers to us hints at solutions to this unprecedent crisis.

I hope this essay will be some help to fill in the gap between the realities of Africa and the
Japanese consciousness on Africa.

It has been less than a quarter century since the word "AIDS" entered our vocabulary. It is in
1981 when the CDC (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) set up a special investigation
team, the beginning of the first methodical study of the unknown disease. The team discovered
that the symptoms were caused by a drop in T-lymphocyte cells, which play the key role in the
cellular immune system that protects the human body from an invasion of pathogenic organisms. It
was then that the disease was given the name AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome). In
the spring of 1983 AIDS was fully diagnosed with the virus now generally called human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV).

Since then, researchers have developed a number of drugs to combat AIDS. In 1996 multi-drug
therapy administered through a combination of reverse transcriptase (RT) inhibitors and protease
inhibitors prolonged the lives of many AIDS patients. That year was heralded as the year AIDS
treatment came of age, but none of the drugs shuts down the HIV life-cycle for long. Within a few
weeks after it enters a body, HIV produces billions of genetically varied offspring. Drugs can shackle
most of them, but a few survive and go on reproducing in the offspring. Many may look well on the
surface but not everyone fared well with the drugs, as there have been some reports of problems
with resistance and side effects.

Effective multi-drug therapy is costly. The price is tremendous, even in the industrialized
countries. In the developing countries those drugs are completely out of reach financially, as a
report from the 1998 World AIDS Conference points out;

...And even when the drugs offered hope, still other speakers said, it is hope beyond the reach
of the vast majority of the 34 million people now infected the AIDS virus. Those patients cannot
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afford the treatment. It can cost about $15,000 to provide the drugs to one person a year, a sum
greater than the entire budget of many a Third World village.®

It was in the early 80’s that the ADIS problem appeared in Africa. In such a short period the
disease spread much more rapidly than expected. An article in 1997 reports;

In the developing world, and especially in Africa, the virus continues to take an extraordinary,
and often hidden, toll pf suffering. It is estimated that 2,300,000 people will die of Aids-related
diseases this year, a 50-percent increase on 1996.

The UN-Aids programme now admits that it has “grossly under-estimated” the number of
people who have the HIV virus, and full-blown Aids, in Africa,...

The impact of HIV on this continent is so devastating that it has wiped out 30 years of gains
from improved nutrition and medical treatment....”

Nice People and The Last Plague depict the devastating situation of AIDS in Kenya. The former
story shows us the panic felt when doctors had to face this unknown sexually transmitted disease
for the first time. The latter novel describes many suffering people in a village withered by an attack
of the plague. _

2. Nice People

The protagonist of Nice People is Joseph Munguti, a doctor in Kenya Central Hospital (KCH). He
began to work there in 1974, after graduating from Ibadan University in Nigeria.

At the university he was interested in STDs (Sexual Transmitted Diseases) and wrote a sub-thesis
entitled: "Kenyan morality and its effects on the epidemiology of Gonorrhoea and the
Treponematoses.” He insisted that “we would gain tremendous progress in the fight against
venereal diseases were we to provide by, extensive and intensive media communications,
acceptance of sexually transmitted diseases instead of moralising about them and concealing
them.”

He starts his internship under Waweru Gichinnga, his officer in-charge, who advises Munguti to
work on night duty on a clinic in Nderu. Later Gicinga opens his own clinic, the River Road Clinic in
Nairobi. The Nderu and River Road Clinics complement each other. As the law is vigilant in Nairobi,
some operations can be illegally performed in Nderu. Most patients at Nderu have contacted
venereal diseases (VDs). Ten years later Gicinga is arrested for his illegal treatments, so Munguti
inherits the clinic as his own — a VD clinic for the down-trodden in society.

In January 1984, he reopens the clinic under a new name, believing he is the leading
venereologist in the county and that there is no venereal disease he has not diagnosed and treated.
In December of 1984, however, a diagnostic puzzle appeared in his clinic. At first he thinks the
patient has a simple case of lymphogranuloma venereum, then, on a second visit, the sores that he
thinks are simple genital herpes have spread all over the body. His patient, named Kombo, tells him
that he has tried all sorts of medicines without success. A friend had referred him to Munguti and
assured him that he would be cured.

Kombo says, "I am a rich man, young man. Here is twenty thousand shillings. Go and look for

any medicine that will get rid of this."
Kombo and Munguti belong to the upper classes. They are rich enough to use the Kenya Banker’s
club “which was patronised by many members of the civil service, the big banks and government
corporations. In this club most of the people in the who's who of Nairobi converged, especially on
Thursdays. It had five tennis courts, three squash courts, a sauna and a beautiful swimming pool
which made it a particularly convenient rendezvous point for Nairobi's young bureaucrats.” (146)

So, Munguti starts researching in the Kenya Medical Research Library and finds in the November
issue of the "American Medical Journal":
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A serious dermatological condition follows the genital herpes which resists all known
antibiotics. Persistent diarrhoea, coughing and swelling of most lymph nodes accompanies the
disease. Since the body is incapable of fighting many common diseases, the patient begins to
wither away and eventually dies. It has been named the green monkey disease as the virus
causing it is synonymous to the one similarly attacking the green monkeys of Central Africal
Several San Franciscan homosexuals are suffering from it."®

Munguti is certain that these symptoms were the same that he saw in Kombo. What he requires
is a diagnosis with clinical tests, further research on causal factors, plus an understanding of
Kombo's background. He goes for a drink hoping to meet a medic with whom he can share his
thoughts and comes across his old colleagues at the KCH. They confirm his fears that a new
sexually transmitted disease has been diagnosed and is transmitted by a strange virus. It has
already killed five persons at the KCH, a Finish man, two Americans and two Zaireans. Three
Kenyans were also admitted with the disease that week. The disease is highly contagious and is
terminal. The men and women are therefore isolated in cages from other patients.

Munguti visits the KCH to look at the patients for comparative purposes. When he is taken by a
nurse to a glass walled room where three men sleep, he feels such helplessness as he watches the
helpless men anxiously looking at them. Then he recognizes his patient, Kombo. Kombo froths at
the mouth, arches his back and appears in great pain as he coughs repeatedly, a dry cough that is
definitely puncturing his lungs;

"The one you were looking at is Major Kombo. Cleansing Superintendent of the Nairobi
Garbage Handlers Company Ltd. They brought him in yesterday and he is unlikely to survive
another day," the nurse-in-charge advised and I started warming up in the heart. My guilt
started waning as I recalled a battered Luo lady who years ago had come to the River Road Clinic
complaining of a sodomist City garbage collection boss. I remembered thinking of going to the
police station to report a felony, but declined because my medical profession barred me from
doing so. Poor Major Kombo, I rationalised, his maker must have decided to avenge the women
he had bestialized. (141)

Munguti asks for a second opinion from his older colleague, Gichua Gikere. Gikere already knew
of the disease which was called "Slim" and came from Uganda. Gikere talks about one witch-doctor.
Although he does not believe in witch-doctors, he decides to go to the witch-doctor anyway. But
before going on the planned trip, Kombo passes away.

Munguti also has sexual realationships with three women: Mumbi, Mary Nduku, and Eunice
Maimba, at the same time. They are all ‘nice people.” He meets Mumbi, his colleague’s daughter at
the clinic and is enchanted by her. They become intimate, and he finally promises to marry her. But
she mothers a white baby boy of Captain Blackman, whom she met in Mombasa as a prostitute,
flees to him in Helsinki just after childbirth. She dies of AIDS there.

Mary Nduku, his friend from childhood, introduces Ian Brown to Munguti at the Kenya Bankers'
Club. She is a secretary and lover of Ian Brown, 34, an Englishman, who works for the Standard
Bank and lives in Muthaiga, the Beverly Hills of Nairobi. His grandfather came to Kenya from South
Africa. He drives a Jaguar and plays golf at the leading clubs. He dies of AIDS, too.

Eunice Maimba visits his clinic because of her husband’s domestic violence. At first she was only
his patient but he finally found himself a “sugar boy” with a “sugar mummy.” Her husband passes
away because of AIDS, too.

One morning he wakes up with swollen salivary glands and wonders:

I began wondering whether the dreaded disease that had been stalking me for the last ten
years had finally caught up with me. Was it with Mary Nduku via Ian Brown? I asked myself, or
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was it Eunice Maimba through Godfrey Maimba? I sent a prayer to the heavens, then continued
wondering if Mumbi, Dr. GG's daughter, could also have been the cause of my problem. She had
mothered a healthy child all right but this did not necessarily free her from seropositivity, or did
it? I continued to ponder.

Captain Blackmann was a Finnish sailor who frequented Mombasa’s whore houses, as did
Major Oluoch, Mumbi's other associate. All this substraction and addition led to the fact that I
was surrounded in the last ten years by likely pathways of the killer virus and there was to be no
escape. I had coitus often with the three women, who had done the same with three or more
men who in turn had themselves been involved with others. I saw a picture similar to that of a
spider-web that traps any flies that come into it and I knew we were all in the web. A sudden fear
gripped me as I saw my mother listening to the news of her dear son's final journey and its
cause. (166-167)

The author focuses on ‘nice people, for they are the ‘limited pool of professional and technical
elite’ in the country who are to play key roles in treatment. The author’s note shows his concern;

AUTHOR'S NOTE

Among the things that made me embark on ‘Nice People” was this cutting from the Sidney
Morning Herald sent to me in June, 1987. I reproduce it here 3 years after:

AIDS in Africa: the crisis that became a catastrophe by Blaine Harden

NAIROBI, Sunday: AIDS has infected up to a quarter of the population of some cities in central
and eastern Africa, where it is now regarded as an unprecedented catastrophe.

The fatal disease is viewed as a particularly severe threat to Africa, the world's poorest
continent, because it appears to have spread among its limited pool of professional and technical
elite.

Health authorities in Africa and observers elsewhere say the AIDS epidemic could, in a sense,
decapitate some African countries.

The growing epidemic, these authorities agree, aggravates an already severe shortage of
skilled people and raises the prospect of economic, political and social disorder. (VII)

3. The Last Plague

The Last Plague, on the contrary, focuses on the poor, ordinary masses.

The heroine of the novel is Janet, who tries to become independent through her job. When her
husband, Broker leaves her family, Janet tries to kill herself, but doesn't succeed. There are three
children to raise and a Grandmother to care for. She is forced to become strong and conscious of
herself in society. She willingly takes a job in the Government, which gave her condoms and pills to
dish out, free of charge, in order to save the community from poverty and death. Her daily life is
described as follows:

She walked and pedaled her bicycle dozens of kilometers every day, from hill to hill and
throughout Crossroads. She talked to numerous people every day; sang them the song of the
condom and told them of the benefits of planning heir families and of protecting themselves
from sexually transmitted diseases. Some listened to her, but most people did not want to hear
her at all and she was unwelcome in many homesteads that she visited. Some ran to hide when
they saw her coming, but she chased after them and did what she had to do and said what she
had to say, no matter how hostile the reception, for it was her job, a vital and important job, and
she did not have to convince herself of that any more.’

Crossroads, a small town in Kenya, is going to die. The text reads; “There were burial mounds
everywhere one turned; large, brooding things, darkly vibrant with death, and there was hardly a
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single homestead in Crossroads that did not host one, or two or three or more, of these terrible
reminders of the futility of man. And where thee was one today, tomorrow there would be two. Two
became four and four became eight. They grew, they muitiplied and they mutated. They turned
into monsters: hungry beasts with insatiable carving for human life.” (22)

When her classmate Frank comes back home, he is much surprised to find the changes in his
native village. He had left for education through villagers’ donation, but he comes back with his
education uncompleted: “As he crossed the old highway into town, he realized that Crossroads had
changed too. The joyous town of his youth had aged, and done so badly. The walls had caved in,
the roofs had collapsed and the streets were lined with piles of rubble from countless dead
buildings; mountains of crushed masonry and heaps upon heaps of decomposing dreams.
Crossroads lay still and despondent, a disease-ravaged animal, hopeless and despairing, an
affliction-ridden thing whose resistance to adversity had decisively collapsed, dying without
whimper.” (24)

Broker, Janet’s husband, comes back, too. He visits the house of Jemina, a woman with whom he
left Crossroads for Mombasa, and finds that she has died of Aids and her grandmother remains,
along with many orphans. He is also surprised to find the devastation:

Broker left Jemina’s grave a thoroughly troubled man. The boy took his hands as they walked
back to the huts and the other children. Two of the huts were now open. Broker pushed a door to
look into a dark and dank room, smelling of urine and poverty. Rats scrambled from the floor and
ran up the walls to their nests in the thatching. There was not a stick of furniture in the room.
The entire floor was covered with sacks and sleeping mats. The second hut was in the same
dismal condition; one vast sleeping place where rats ruled most of the day. A scrawny milk goat,
with twisted horns, leaped out of the hut, startling Broker half to death, and bolted. (321)

Janet desperately tries to fight against Aids problems with the help of Frank and Broker, who
think themselves to be HIV-positive. Janet has to wage a fierce battle against the villagers’ taboos
and tradition:

Taboos and tradition had to go, they had to be eliminated, to make way for meaningful
progress. Old believes and assumptions were the biggest handicaps in the battle of Aids,
because they had many wives, and so-called safe partners, and did not manga-manga, or
consort with prostitutes. But their safe partners too had their own safe partners, who also had
safe partners; in an endless long chain of safe partners that was a recipe for a terrible
catastrophe. (336)

At home, Janet is assailed by her Grandmother’s fixed idea day after day:

“Talk about yourself,” Grandmother said. “You don't even have a man of your own. What are
you doing about it?”

Janet heard these words nearly every day of her life. The words hurt, and made her want to
scream with fury, but she knew she would hear them till she married again or Grandmother died.
(40)

“You must get married,” she said to Janet. "I worry about you and the children.”

“Marry again?” Janet asked her.

“Broker was a mistake,” she observed. “You have a right to marry again, another man. A
proper man, someone who can look after you and your children. A real man.”

“A real man?” Jane scoffed at her. “*In Crossroads?”

Janet saw where they were now headed with the conversation; down the old labyrinths and
tedious dead ends that they had visited too many times already.

Janet laughed, wearily and without mirth, and reminded her there were not enough men in
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Crossroads who could take care of themselves, never mind their women and children. (42)

Janet visits schools to give sex education for children, a church to advise their congregation to
use condoms, a witch-doctor to stop circumcise village boys, but meets with strong opposition. The
witch-doctor, in revenge, smashes Frank’s animal clinic to pieces because he helped Janet.

The most difficult problem Janet has to face is the marriage of her sister’s husband, Kata, the
witch-doctor. Following tradition, he will inherit the wife of his dead brother who has just died of
Aids. Janet tries to persuade her to change Kata’s mind:

“You know I can't stop Kata from doing anything,” Julia said to Janet. “You know how he is a
traditional man.”

“Don’t you understand anything at all?” Janet was on the point of despair. “If Kata takes
Solomon’s wife, he will die. Then Julia too will die.”

“Do you now know when people will die?” Grandmother was appailed.

“Do you think you know everything?” Julia said, defiantly. “I'm tired of your telling me what to
do.”

“I worry for you,” Janet said to her.

“Don’t worry for me,” she rose in a huff. “You are no my mother.”

“I'm your sister,” Janet told her. "I must worry about you.”

“Monika is more of a sister to me,” Julia retorted. “We depend on our men. We are not
prostitutes.” (57-58)

In spite of her efforts Kata marries his brother’s wife, but he reluctantly accepts using condoms
with Janet’s sister largely influenced by the graphic book on Aids which Janet advised her sister to
read. One day a team of inspectors from Oslo comes to see Janet. She shows them around to the
schools, the church, the deserted houses with orphans, her house, and the condom shop Broker
started.

It is an ironic ending, the team decides to help Janet and the village even though most of the
villagers are still against the change of taboos and tradition.

An HIV test is given to all the villagers. Frank finds himself HIV-negative, but Broker’s infection is
confirmed. Soon after, Broker passes away.

4. Human Sorrow

Now that the cause of the disease is clear, it seems possible to prevent this viral invasion. The
two stories, however, show how difficult it is to control STDs and, even more, human desire. In this
we feel human sorrow.*®

In Kenya, like in other African countries, the basis of the exploiting system is peasants and
workers. When Europeans began to colonize African countries, they robbed Africans of their land
and posed various taxes upon them, so Africans were forced to become landless peasants and
workers. In Kenya some were forced to pick tea leaves as wage workers on white man’s farms and
others to serve as domestic workers for white families.

Under the colonial system companies and plantations needed foremen who served as mediators
and could speak English, the language of the employers, which led to the development of a new
type of administrative African middle class. They were given the privilege of going to school and
learned much of European culture. They began to read critiques of colonialism and some of them
reacted against the cultural oppression in the colonies. Some of them were against social
discrimination as a group, but they were tempted to imitate the Europeans’ privileged way of life.
They led the fight toward independence.

Independence, however, gave nothing to peasants and workers, for the aristocracy who had
previously fought for independence with the masses, made an alliance with industrialized countries.
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We cannot deny that fact Japan is among them, as an important trading partner. Some of our
prosperity is based upon the profits from investments and trade.

Now Aids has been added to the burden of ordinary African masses. The solution of the Aids
problems is dualistic: Africans like Janet must change the ‘taboos and tradition” from inside and
robber nations like Japan and the U.S.A. must concede something in investments and trade.

Both are necessary.

(The Faculty of Medicine, University of Miyazaki)
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