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Music Appreciation for Children from the Viewpoint of Musical Development
— Music Appreciation for Junior High School Compared with
“ the Spiral of Musical Development ” Proposed by Keith Swanwick —
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Abstract

This paper approaches the opportunity to offer the Junior high school students
appreciation of music from the viewpoint of musical development. In particular, by
comparing with “ the spiral of musical development” proposed by Keith Swanwick,
an English music educator. Moreover in this paper, the concepts of classification and
framing first developed by Basil Bernstein, an American sociologist are altered to be
suitable for appreciation. As a result, we can select appropriately the contents of
music which every student could to be able to appreciate.
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In appreciating new music, it is important that all sutudents at first are presented
with only the sound of music, with no hint or advice from the teacher. Next the stu-
dent ought to be led to the field of music expression; then to music form. Lastly, the
value of music, in comparison with the theory proposed by K. Swanwick.

In the general teaching of music appreciation, many teachers give hints or advice be-
fore the sudents’ hearing of the music which often prejudices the students’ reactions
and feelings towards the music. However I give no hints or advice which allows the
students to be able to appreciate the music as they first perceive it.
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