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Max Weber’s Thought on Political Education in ‘Politics as a Vocation’ and
its Historical Significance:
The Development of a Political Leader’s Qualities by the Practice of ‘Self-proof’

KAWAHARA, Kunio (University of Miyazaki)

In this paper I mainly deal with a well
known post-war essay of Max Weber (1864-
1920) ‘Politics as a Vocation’ (1919). A large
number of research studies on this essay have
been carried out from the viewpoint of Weber’s
political thought.
historical studies of political education reveals
that no speculation has taken place concerning
his thought on ‘political education’ in the text.
Hence this paper aims to clarify his educational

However, examining the

thought regarding the political leader revealed

in the text, and to consider its historical signifi-

cance, compared to contemporary philosophers
of education (E. Spranger, Fr. W. Voerster).

For these aims I especially focus attention on

the idea of ‘self-proof’ (Bewdhrung).

The approaches employed are intended to
clarify the historical and sociological back-
grounds, before examining Weber's essay
(1919), and in this case to analyze the principal
modes of thinking on education. The texts for
these approaches are follows:

1. G. Kerschensteiner’s ‘Education for Citizen-
ship’ (1911).

2. Weber’s political writing in the course of the
termination of monarchic government dur-
ing World War 1: ‘Parliament and Govern-
ment in Germany under a New Political
Order’ (1918)

3. Weber’s sociological writings, namely the
three theories of charismatic education,
associative relationship, and formal, ration-
alistic ‘natural law’.

The essay (1919), these
approaches, reveals Weber’s educational
thought regarding an idealistic political leader,
who lives ‘for’ politics and gives direction to the
In Weber’s view, he required some
These are the follow-

based on

calling.
‘personal qualifications’.

ing ‘inner’ qualities:

1) A feeling of power, backed up by the use of
violence, without illusion.

2) Ethical aspects:

a) Passion in the sense of concern for the
thing itself, oriented toward an ‘idea’.

b) An ethical sense of responsibility, comple-
mentary to ethics of conviction.

¢) Intellectual judgment which is receptive
to realities.

3) Readiness (unresolved tension) to be con-
scious of the paradoxical relationship
between ethics and politics.

In Weber’s understanding, the core of these
qualities is educable. The sought-for political
leader cannot be a born politician. In particu-
lar, his abilities could be learned by means of
continuous ‘struggle’ with others, and of severe
‘exercises’ inherent in the meaning of ‘charis-
At the same time the trained
leadership qualities should be ‘proved’ objec-
tively among his followers. Such a leader’s
activities are characterized as both an educa-
tional practice and the radical opposite of

matic education’.

specialized professional training. The ‘natu-
ral’ leader thus stands in contrast to the
‘appointed’ leader of the bureaucratic order.
According to Weber, the educational tasks
are very difficult. Nevertheless, there certain-
ly exist qualified persons who have the capabil-
ity to grow up to be leaders. They can be
broadly selected from social
Throughout their selection they are to be
trained in the qualities of a political leader.
Weber’s thought on the development of a
political leader’s qualities by ‘self-proof’

resources.

contrasted with some thoughts of education
regarding the political leader by inner self-
governance. His thought as an idealistic possi-

— 15—
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bility was presented to a society in decline.

However it remained unrecognized by them, Key words: political education / leader-
differing from the Weimar republic’s education selection  leader’s qualities / charismatic
policies for ‘citizens of the state’ in schools. education / exercise / self-proof
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