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Political Regime and Referendum in Africa

Takuo IWATA

Summary

This article aims to understand and analvze the referendum in Africa. Since the
independence, African countries have held referendum during political regime
transition. It is distinctive that African countries have held referendum to receive
people's confirmation on the regime change rather than to inquire a particular
social issue. Before the starting of democratization, African people had few
choices of declaring “NO"” against the new regime when an old regime had
already been excluded by military force. This article studies the cases of refer—
endum in Benin, which has been evaluated as “"Model country of democracy” in
Africa since 1990s. Firstly, the article categorizes referendum and shows its
character in Africa. Then it considers three political situations in Africa which
referendum was held for the independence, for the transfer of power from mili-
tary to civilian regime, and for the democratic transition. Finally, it focuses on

correlation between referendum and democratization.
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Cape Verde 0 L
Central African Republic 4 1981 1986 1994 2000
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Equatorial Guinea 5 1963 1968 1973 1932 1991
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The Gambia 3 1965 1970 1996
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Guinea 3 1958 1990 2001
Guinea Bissau 0 L
Kenyva I 2005
Lesotho 0 7L
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Madagascar B 1972 1975 1992 1995 1998 2007
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Mali 2 1974 1992
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Swaziland 0 2L,
Tanzania 0 7L
Togo 6 1956 1961 1963 1972 1979 1992
Uganda 3 1964 2000 2005
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Zambia 1 1969
Zimbabwe 1 2000
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