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The Influence of Japanese Ability on Learning English
0 A Survey of the Use of Honorific Expressions by Junior High School Studentsl]

Kyoko TAMURALL Shingo HAYANO

Summary

This research was conducted on 30 ninth grade students in the Miyazaki
University Affiliated Junior High School from October to November, 2008. This
study used the research of the National Japanese Institute on honorific
knowledge on honorific expressions in Japanese. Knowledge of honorifics is one
of the factors used in assessing the scholastic ability of Japanese and is also
highly correlated with scholastic ability of Japanese (Hayano 1996). In the
course of study, students learn about 900 English words over three years.
Research on making suitable sentences with honorifics in English was carried
out. Three situations were given to students. Then, research on personality
traits with about 20 items based on Hayano (1996) was carried out.

The results indicated that there was no correlation between honorific
knowledge in Japanese and the ability to make sentences in English. Junior high
school students as speakers didn’'t know various honorific expressions in
English. There were gaps between their Japanese knowledge and their English
knowledge regarding honorific expressions. If they mastered the use of English,
we would expect to find correlation with honorific knowledge in future research.
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1) Will you teach my homework?

2) Would you teach my homework?

3) Would you please teach my homework?

1) Can you help me with my homework?

2) Will you help me with my homework?

3) Could you help me with my homework?

4) Would you please help me with my homework?
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May I watch TV more? I want to watch TV.
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Can I keep watching?
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