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Orwell's Literary Experimentation
A Confrontation of Literature and Politics in Coming Up for Air
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I wanted to write enormous naturalistic novels with unhappy endings, full of detailed

descriptions and arresting similes, and also full of purple passages in which words were used
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partly for the sake of their sound. (CW XIIX 317)
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. The very thought of going back to Lower Binfield had done me good already. You
know the feeling I had. Coming up for air! Like the big sea-turtles when they come
paddling up to the surface, stick their noses out and fill their lungs with a great gulp before
they sink down again among the seaweed and the octopuses. We're all stifling at the bottom
of dustbin, but I'd found the way to the top. (177) (A ¥V v 7 13I%EH)
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. the really subtle swindle, the one that makes me feel old Crum deserved his baronetcy,
is the mental one. Merely because of the illusion that we own our houses and have what's
called 'a stake in the country', we poor saps in the Hesperides, and in all such places, are
turned into Crum's devoted slaves for ever. We're all respectable householders—that's to say
Tories, yes-men and bum-suckers. (13)
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.. It gave me the feeling that I'd bitten into the modern world and discovered what it was
really made of. That's the way we're going nowadays. Everything slick and streamlined,
everything made out of something else. Celluloid, rubber, chromium-steel everywhere,
arc-lamps blazing all night, glass roof over your head, radios all playing the same tune, no
vegetation left, everything cemented over, mock-turtles grazing under the neutral fruit-trees.
But when you come down to brass tacks and get your teeth into something solid,
a sausage for instance, that's what you get. Rotten fish in a rubber skin. Bombs of filth
bursting inside your mouth. (24)
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One thing, I thought as I drove down the hill, I'm finished with this notion of getting back
into the past. What's the good of trying to revisit the scenes of your boyhood ? They don't
exist. Coming up for air ! But there isn't any air. The dustbin that we're in reaches up to the
stratosphere.. . . As for my idea of going fishing—that was off, of course. Fishing,
indeed ! At my age! Really, Hilda was right. (230)
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