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Construction of wild deer capturing facilities in Natsumushi-yama
highland of Sanriku town, Iwate prefecture

Yoshiharu Hosokawa
Department of Forest and Environmental Sciences, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Miyazaki

Summary : The deer farm constructed in Natsumushi-yama highland by Sanriku town in Iwate prefecture to capture
wild deer, inhabited from old times. The farm area was about 20 ha, i.e. 3 ha of the deer capturing area and 17 ha
of the feeding one, and was surround with the deer fence of about 4 km length.

The deer fence was constructed in 1986, using 1,000 used electric wooden-poles and 50-roll netting fences with
100 meters length by one roll. Since the captured deer attacked sometimes into slightly bigger mesh netting fences
imported from New Zealand, the fence was reinforced by smaller mesh netting fences. The fence cost was about
2,580 Yen per meter, while being raised by the severe constructing condition with severe geographical condition and
severe winter condition, and also by expensive five capturing gate systems with 2,750,000 Yen.

The capturing gates were actually situated by studying only the distribution of deer tracks on a border line be-
tween pasture and bush. Their gate’s situation in a gate-design of the deer fencing line needed to consider the influ-
ence of driving car’s noise near road to the deer behavior and of snowfall to the fence damage. In general, a deer
immediately after capturing has a strong stress and attacks into the fence as a very strong escaping behavior. There-
fore, farm keeper must be careful to manage the deer fence against a deer escape, especially against a deer-group es-
cape.

Key words : Capturing facility, Capturing gate, Fence construction, Wild deer.
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