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A study of Lin Yutang's Preface to the English translation Yingyingzhuan
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iv As he lay in bed, he recalled the sight of the pale sky with its dim, shimmering stars, the
suffocating emotions associated with it, the strong perfumes, and the vision of a smile that was half
a smile on the face of the girl who was his first love. (109)
v [Dofafk] ASEFE— Hil— 641-642 H
vi Green light suffuses the silent, deep courtyard;

The twittering oriole is silent, too, hidden in the shade.

The shut-out lover sees only flower petals
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Floating out with the garden stream, and feels lost.

I watched the declining moon at dawn,

My soul lost in thought of thy lovely face,

And trembled with the fainting hope

Of a kindly gesture, a gracious smile. (117)
vii [CHESR] SRS flE— 638 H
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BRIABIRE N, TN BRI R,

I IAGE . A ETEM L,
vi Alas! in this yearlong separation, who knows what may happen on the other side of the Milky
Way? My future course is as uncertain as that of the clouds, and how can I be sure that you will be
as pure as snow? When a peach flower blooms in spring, who is to prevent admirers from plucking
its rosy petals? I am happy that I was the first to receive your favor, but who will be the lucky one to
take the prize? Ah, a year to wait, and how long will it seem before another year is out? Rather than
endure this endless waiting, would it not be better to part forever? (124-125)
ix R AREE— fliE— 641-642 H
x Passion,the best known love story included here, has this feature, but at least there is an element
of emotional intensity — a quiet and dignified highly born girl seeking sex experience. Because this
story was written by a first-class poet, and because its dramatization known as Western Chamber
was written in the most beautiful and poetic language the Chinese medium was capable of, it has
became the classic tale of love. The popularity of this story is indicated by the fact that there are
eight different plays based on it. INTRODUCTION  xiv-xv)

(B “Passion” BIEZERS

The most celebrated love story in Chinese literature was written by the famous poet Yuan
Chen. He wrote it down as a story which had happened to someone else, but it was clearly
autobiographical. The dates, the events, the characters were too real and coincided too well
with his own, and the writer's personal emotion was too deeply felt for it to be anything but an
autobiographical account of his romance. The thin disguise of the name “Chang” which he gave to
the lover in the story did not deceive his friends, and the extraordinarily vivid story aroused a great
deal of talk and curiosity. The author, who had become one of the two foremost poets of his day, was
embarrassed, but he could not suppress the story or his feelings about it. And always, the word
“Oriole” (Inging), which was the girl's name, slipped into his verse, when it was not disguised as
Shuangwen, referring to the duplicated sounds in that name. The girl was his first love, but there
were special reasons for his remembering it.

The version here faithfully follows Yuan Chen’s own story until the point where the lover (Yuan
Chen himself), abandons the girl and proceeds to make ridiculous excuses for himself. He makes the

lover compare Inging to the historic beauties who ruined the empires, and actually uses the word



MREEENC X B3GR M A & oma) 129

yaonieh, “evil spirit” born to destroy men, on his abandoned sweetheart. Yuan also says that the
lover's friends who heard of the story commended him for “stopping a mistake in time.” Yuan Chen,
although a brilliant poet and later a high official, was not generally respected for his character.
Many biographical details and poems of Yuan Chen make it certain that he was writing about
himself. Among other things, I need only mention that his maternal aunt, also named Cheng as in
this story, ran into trouble with looting soldiers and was saved by the nephew. There is too much
evidence to present here.
In filling out the gaps in the original, I have depended upon Yuan Chen's own poems.

1. The original contains Inging’s letter to her lover, which is considered a masterpiece, but omits
the lover's letter to him. It merely says that the lover “sent her a letter to explain” his failure
to return. I have taken lines from his “Ku Chuehchueh Tzu” (Poem Severing Relationships in
Ancient Style) to fill in this important gap. Yuan Chen was actually casting suspicion on the
girl's faithfulness to him. He was, in American terms, a “heel.”

2. The original gives Inging’ S poem inviting him to a rendezvous, but hides the poem he first wrote
to her. I have taken some lines from his poem “Ku Yen Shih” about the floating petals, and so on.

3. The first paragraph about his sentiments in recalling the monastery bells twenty years ago is
taken from his poem “Ch'un Hsiao,” or “Spring Morn.”

4. The line about “a smile that was half a smile’and the recalling of perfume is taken from his
poem actually entitled “On Inging,”

5. Some other material about the rendezvous is taken from his long autobiographical poem sent to
Po Chu-yi, in which the whole episode is told as a dream fantasy, followed by an account of his
marriage to the Wei girl. Inging in the original was a girl who was shy and restrained in public
and did not talk much, but who was clearheaded and practical. I believe the presentation was
true to life.

The friend Yang Chu-yuan was a real person, too, and appeared also in the original.
(107-109)
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