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Current Topic

Non-Attendance at School by Students With Developmental Disabilities:
A Review of the Published Literature

Masahiko ONO

Graduate School of Education, University of Mivazaki
(Miyazaki-Shi, 889-2192)

The present article discusses trends, future problems for research, and support for students with developmental disabili-
ties who have extended absences from school. The 43 articles examined were published in Japanese academic journals from
2001 through 2010, including 4 reviews, 16 reports of research, and 23 clinical studies. Although there were many studies
on shaping classroom attendance behavior, only a few studies were directed at providing support to prevent students with
developmental disabilities from being absent from school. Furthermore, only a few studies were addressed to maintaining
classroom attendance. The present article suggests 3 further topics for study related to support for students with develop-
mental disabilities who have extended absences from school: (a) an evaluation of the definition of students who are not
attending school, (b) problems with determining which students are not attending school, and (c) an examination of the
students’ individual support plans.

Key Words: non-attendance at school, review of the literature, individual support plans, students with developmental
disabilities
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