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Seasonal occurrence of wetland birds and their food recorded from
Hitotsuba Lagoon in Miyazaki Port, with special reference to
the reproductive activity of Little Tern in the area

Tomoyuki Miura, "Kazuya MoRI

Division of Fisheries Sciences, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Miyazaki,
nYamae Food Co., Ltd., Miyakonojo

Summary : The seasonal occurrence of wetland birds and their food organisms were investigated in Hitotsuba
Lagoon situated within the Miyazaki Port area. The breeding states of Little Terns in the lagoon and around
Miyazaki City were also examined for further conservation in the area. On the basis of 304 times field obser-
vation of lagoon shore birds from April 2002 to December 2004 and additional observation during the follow-
ing three years, 60 species including 10 non-true wetland birds were recorded. Among them, the pellets and
fecal droppings of 15 species were collected just after excreted from them and analyzed under a microscope
in the laboratory. Their major diet was a sand bubbler crab, Scopimera globosa, the most dominant crab
species in the lagoon. In a single pellet of the Far Eastem Curlew, Numenius madagascariensis, we found 165
right chelipeds of the bubbler crab as well as 156 left ones.

The breeding success of a colony of Little Terns in the lagoon was disturbed or ignored by the water
flow after hard rain and typhoon and also by the human activity, such as fishing, surfing, walking with un-
chained dogs and sometimes off-road vehicles. However in this small lagoon, we can control these distur-
bances and if a part of the lagoon area is desolate of the vegetation, we may create a safe breeding field for
Little Terns in Hiotuba Lagoon.

Key words : Tidal flat, Sagoon, Shorebird, Diet, Sand bubbler crab, Conservation, Beeding field
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