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Studies of the Improvement in Utilization of Sorghum Silages

I. A comparison between sorghum silage and corn silage

in terms of some fermentative characteristics
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Summary

The chemical changes during the ensilage of fodder sorghum silage were compared with those in
corn silage under laboratory silos.

1. Changes in pH, lactic and acetic acids, nitrogen compounds and soluble carbohydrate of the
sorghum silage during the ensilage followed a similar pattern to those in the corn silage.

2. Lactic acid content throughout the fermentation was always higher for the corn silage than for
the sorghum silage.

3. The NH;—N as a percentage of total N during the ensilage was under 10% in both the
sorghum and corn silage.

4. Flieg Index, a measure of silage quality, based on content of acetic, butyric and lactic acids
ranged 82 to 100 for the resultant sorghum silage and 97 to 100 for the corn silage.
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