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Residents’ attitudes against the damage to the crops
by wild deer in Sanriku town, Iwate Prefecture

Y oshiharu HosokAwA
Department of Forest and Environmental Sciences, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Miyazaki

Summary : Residents' attitudes against the damage to agricultural crops by wild deer in Sanriku town, Iwate Prefec-
ture, were investigated by a questionnaire to 100 testee. Many of agriculture, forest and fishery testee had the expe-
rience damaging their crops directly by wild deer, and they hoped that wild deer should not habit in the town,
because the damage of their crops was actually very serious. In case of the harmful extermination of wild deer, 48%
of the testee supported totally after counting the actual wild deer habitat, and 30% supported the positive harmful
extermination by shooting, and then totally about 80% supported the harmful extermination of wild deer. Almost of
the testee knew aready the deer farm for wild deer. Many of them also thought to cooperate for rural revitalization
by the effective utilization of wild deer, because Sanriku town had only the primary industries of agriculture, forestry
and fishery.
Furthermore, some cases of rural revitalization by the effective utilization of wild deer were described.

Key words : Wild deer, Agricultural crops damage, Residents' attitude, Deer farm.
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