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Construction of feeding facilities for wild deer in
Natsumushi-yama highland of Sanriku town, Iwate Prefecture

Yoshiharu HosokAawa
Department of Forest and Environmental Sciences, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Miyazaki

Summary : The Sanriku deer farm was constructed in Natsumushi-yama highland of Sanriku town, Iwate Prefec-
ture in 1986. Wild deer, inhabit in rangeland composed with shrub, dwarf bamboo and native grass, attack frequently
into artificial grassland that was developed in and around rangeland. To protect the grassland from deer-grazing
damage, Sanriku town decided to build the capturing facilities in rangeland at first and then the feeding facilities.
The feeding facilities were designed based on labor saving conditions, particularly effective deer-handling and easy
working, and were constructed in 1992. The concrete floor in the facilities was effective in various works and made
an casy treatment of deer dung through 5 paddocks at one stroke. The feeding troughs between working road and
deer barn were fixed with over-turning steel buckets.

The deer herd in a small pasture was investigated on their behavior and the body scale of 13 captured deer was
measured. The deer crush was designed by using some behavior characteristics and body-scale values, and was made
mainly with rectangular-timber frames and two 12mm-thickness-plywood boards to hold deer body. The material
cost of the wooden crush was remarkably lower of less than 20.000 Yen.

From the experiment of holding deer in this crush, the minimum space between two holding boards was decided
10 cm, being slightly wider than 7.8-8.3 cm thurl width.

Furthermore, this paper describes the construction of the slaughtering facility, the processing facility and the
recreation facility, and also countermeasures against wild-deer damage in Hokkaido and Kyusyu at present.

Key words : Deer crush, Deer farm, Feeding facility, Wild deer.
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