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Max Weber’s Concept regarding the Community Involved in Political Education
in his Essays on Ancient Judaism :
Focusing on the ‘Care of Soul’ as a Historical Origin of Educational Conduct
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Max Weber’s Concept regarding the Community Involved
in Political Education in his Essays on Ancient Judaism
— Focusing on the ‘Care of Soul’ as a Historical Origin of Educational Conduct —

Kunio KAWAHARA

Key words : brotherliness / community of political education / care of soul / blameless suffering /

historical origin of educational conduct

Previous studies on the education of ancient Israel have not referred to Max Weber’s essays on
Ancient Judaism (1917-1919). However, commentaries on his essays in some recent studies (Uchida,
1996) have pointed out Weber’s notions about the priesthoods’ ‘care of soul’ as an educational conduct.

This study aims firstly to examine whether Weber’s historical-sociological essays described the
development of educational activities (‘care of soul’), which were performed by not only the priesthood
but also a community involved in political education, and secondly to consider the historical significance
of Weber’s description especially comparing with the concepts on the German new education movement
(country boarding schools) and two phenomenological approaches to sharing of other’s suffering (Max
Scheler’s Essence and Forms of Sympathy and Karl Lowith’s The individual in the role of fellow human
being)

The results of the study are as follows.

Weber, particularly while interpreting Deutero-Isaiah in the misery of Exile, finds out the
fundamental idea regarding the means of education in ancient Israel, which, according to him, was an
ignominious experience. For Israel itself, it was a means of purification. Weber stressed that Yahweh
made the people of Israel the ‘chosen people’ ‘in the furnace of affliction’ (Is.48:10). Therefore, the
people themselves wanted to become the ‘chosen people’. According to Weber, the social-ethical norm
was charity. The norm was characterized by brotherliness among the poor landless. He explained that
Israelite charity prohibited gleaning the stubble and reaping to the last spear, requiring that something be
left for the needy.

Accordingly, for the realization of charity, a community of educational activities, which involved the
following three social classes (the priesthood, the prophet and Rabii ) was developed.

Their educational activities had two common traits:
(1) The ‘rational’ conduct by asking intellectual questions to sacred literature and preventing all orgiastic
ecstasy
(2) The ‘care of souls’ (Seelsorge) based on the ethical turn of soteriology
The conception meant the historical origin of educational conduct. It was the most essential motivation
for developing the political education of their community, which had the following distinct
characteristics.

a) They explained to people that simply being morally correct in their everyday practices, and not in

their deeds for salvation in the life beyond, was regarded as the basis of religious prophesy.

b) They encouraged individuals to live with patient endurance, as it was valued in the face of ‘blameless
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suffering’.

¢) They expected every individual to live in the midst of dualistic tension between utopian hope and
irrational experiences.

d) They persuaded each individual holding a sense of solidarity to live a life that was connected with the
people as a whole.

Weber’s historical description in his comparative sociology suggested an objective possibility to the
present by constructing the image of an educational community differing from the country boarding
school community and the phenomenological approaches to sharing of other’s suffering . It was the
archetypal example of the community involved in political education for the people who felt the

‘blameless suffering’ in the midst of catastrophes.



