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HISRPEE LA AR #5285 (2013) 1-12H

“Idiots First” @ 3 DODHH
e

Three Phases of “Idiots First”

Hiroshi 1ZAKI

.

Bernard Malamud (1914-86) @ 45 /~Nat “Idiots First” (1961) (£ £ < OWFFR 5. Fl 2 1F
“great story” (Solotaroff 71). “a successful allegory” (Friedman 20) ® X 9 (2@ EFfli % 5215 T
WL LOD, HEVFHMICIEFwR LN TR Lo/, ZNEAT A v V2D VREEE D
EAZ#E, N (Bellman 25), 7L IV ANV G ETH DI a2 BbOELD 5, “placing
comparatively real characters in wildly imaginary gardens” (Richman 125) &\ 9 il &> 2 & 7%
IR L £ 9o “The Angel of Death” (Siegel 133) & L2 2 2w AW2SEL . o7 %
KBIL72EAEZONLHRFDPHIET 2—TT, EHhDL oL TY AT 4 v 7 H/AGIZS
RonZsw, BEZZIEOFREEHAIMFRPLZINTVLDLHETH L, Z0OHNHSE
EEOM L, MICHT 28I <. 5D ETIUE. The Fixer (1966) %° The Tenants (1971)
% EOMEMBLERIHICH L7 & 302 2 Bfi/RICBWTRES N2 DIZIEHT 20 €9
L72Z &7 5. “acertain amount of confusion is generated with regard to the ultimate meaning of the
story itself” (Ziegelman 91) &\ o 72HEENE L T2 L9 72, 22T, AHTIE, L2 &
TR, COERIREE—OMHOTIZERET L0 TIER, A THEOMO IR T
WES9 %0 UL - T\ “Idiots First” D727 % Fed DO W FELE D —in & Fe /R L 72\

I. fi&okfv

“Idiots First” I& “Angel Levin”(1955) . “The Jewbird”(1963) & \x o 724HiE L LA TT L T #
W %50 i OV CB D L Z 11 Sidney Richman?SZ DEFEDI/EZR L L THOY T~ v K% “an
East Side Bunyan” (Richman, 125) L FFAZZZ L2 HEDLNT VLD —HDITA D NEERH
AW IZ NIV TEHLD, N=v o [REEFER] 23 2RI ELEZIRNTH
% DIIHEN 72, L HAGIZHEZ 72 AMendel 23N 2 % £ 5 72395% @ B FIsaac % JIEHE L C
SMBH) 7HVEZTHEDORKLD S ENEFED 2O, FEALZS FROEICHETS, sz



CHREDE, WHIEAERBEOHNVE THWV ) RE DA TV, ZOHEEZWD &
CHEFUEGinzburg & V) AW D% % 17 “The Angel of Death” 2550 X 9 IZfF&#85 . 11H &1k
W A7 FCICHE SRR E L7ZHRTH D . TOHR 5 & 9 HIE SR { Mendel & Tsaac
WZEWD D, Isacex k) M9 kB % T 5I12H 72> T, FRFIZHL0 R VIZINA T, &
I LTHEYIBRIVDPUELDIED, HOT60 NIV THEAL-&RFTZHREICHLAATDH 8
FVIZ L% 5%\, BE blsaacDfEE L WLCTIEELA DD, “Isaac must go to my uncle that he
lives in California.”, “...but where will I get the rest till night” & &% 7R 2 5. W52 512 “dying
man” T & AMendellZHL D &35 9 L 13# L THEF, “So go to Rothehild” (274) ! &7 S
oo Mendel#T-1%. “an iron gate —rings and gold watches glinting through it — was drawn tight
across his place of business” (277) L H 5 LH 2, BHEDO Y a—7 4 ¥ =Lk 28280
EIAVEADPRGHT 2T A AOMmIIIH IR E N5,

EPICEITIEZ 5D DL TR Mendel BKICE D BN OZEALXFLT DIIREROZERT
& %Fishbein Td o 720 7275, & 9 % O T & CTFishbeinDZ I Y 45 &, HA IR S N7zl
BlidZd, £ LTHMEDH L BFXIEEL TNAGITANEEDS 2T IUE% 5 Wikl
“...it’s life or death—> (275) LWLFETH 2. 35 NIV O % 5K 2 Mendell 2 UM 515 DI,

1

“I never give to unorganized charity.”. “Private contributions I don’t make — only to institutions. This is
my fixed policy.” (277) &\»9 ., Z3EFR L TODFishbein®D il TdH - 72 Fishbein b Isaac P [H]
ZRIET 505, fifk (“an institution”) ~EAUX VN WTIE WV nrE . BTFOZEL IR > T
K B MendellZ 1k & ) TWEFAND 2 VEREEHET O 2OHTH S,

HOKANDS EZFFRDTHD. TORKMNIMEDHICITL o TV L E2HD ., “The
Angel of Death” 73515 72 Mendel DFEDZIRANE S i, e fh DL A &7z 7T 1L IEZE DO
ZIEI L) B BOE T HIEN) TH Do 7245 SLihway Y EE%Z HIZ L /2Mendelld £ D
2 &, FECTHEE S SRR T CIZHEHIRZFRR35 NIV o) 2 v it 5, HE X Fishbein
EILE W, Tsaacll@ROHZMIT A Z LD WT EIZEOFH2 2 S AL, BLWEFOHT
ME—EIRRAONLBDELE L THmOI— 25259 ET5, LAhL, ZOBIZLTE LI
WS TToR) ER7ZTEDENENZISL ) £F 5, TEDFE Isaack L ThH» 5 S F
BB Z R L THZ BT, MendelBl T OEFUIGES L L) Lid LR, REBIIID GvE %
L0, TEMNUEEEIELARI L, 2% N EHET 2B ICMendel Bl 112 7 — b & $F - THR
THT. 20L&, RIEOTEROPIZH->TH, FERZTAIZ R T ] (279) £5-oTK
b,

RO % THEIEZ /- Mendel 72 L7245, 2O L IGHITZWROGALEONE R, Hivid
EREVRELERENSZBEVDOAFHRE )R- TTbI iz, 2V EEEDICTED T~k
ZFOBIZLTRETE 220 L) BENARIEIC R A Er— I s e T E R b=y — i
HELZ L2 b,

BAEPH) 7AWV TITEOFEEREH ) T ENTE, & L idlsaacx M IH|HIZFe 2
PENF7ENN 2 SICEALR D% % L 72GinzburgD £ 1) “The Angel of Death” A5 51272525 D TH
%o MendellZiZ UDZNIZR DN T FIHIZFEZ5E L T2V “too late” 72 & 9 AL
FRIZHIET “With my whole heart I beg you this little favor.” & SZALEIZ BT TN D & 9 125k 2
%o TZHTALFRIZ, “Favors you had enough already. For you the train is gone. You shoulda been dead
at midnight. I told you that yesterday. This is the best I can do.”(279) £ BV 2. T ZIZHAT



“Idiots First” @ 3 2D 4H 3

MendellZ 40 FA3Ginzburg 72 & 5t < o £ % M5 T % BIRFHES %2 Mendel & F N5 W5 S »
D & 9 % Ginzburg & DISIZL T O DTH %,

“For myself,” the old man begged, “I don’t ask a thing. But what will happen to my boy?”

Ginzburg shrugged slightly. “What will happen happens. This isn’t my responsibility. I got
enough to think about without worrying about somebody on one cylinder.”

“What then is your responsibility ?”’

“To create conditions. To make happen what happens. I ain’t in the anthropomorphic business.”

“Whatever business you in, where is your pity ?”

“This ain’t my commodity. The law is the law.”

“Which law is this?”

“The cosmic universal law, goddamnit, the one I got to follow myself.” (280)

N TEDPHSDILEGIERRIZT L0 D & ) IR L7335 % S #EI2 L Mendel % UK 12
ZEEX T Ginzburg £ 1, TO/NFHOT LT I NV GREREICBWTIE, EIZHEOF 9 “cosmic
universal law” ZD L DI RIL L 72 D72 Vo THHE TIE v Mendel 7D X 9 7259
FHERBVEED [ES ZHIENTLE S | (Davis 3) ZOMHEOHY L5 TH Y. “what it
means human?” (280) & \» 9 MPONZ & — 83K A 7 \» “divine indifference in the face of human
suffering” (Salzburg “Introduction” 3) & THIFRNEX O DfbH & LT, “the human animal’s
radical homelessness in the world” (Solotaroff 70) % MendellZ B\ HI S B FFER D72, {EE LT
AL, EIIRBICLAHARDO L E & > THN D Ginzburgk . Z 1L F TIZMendel 2B J) % 2k
72 (FEERBR) ABZBIZIRRO L) 2HFLEZO I PO®RBREIED L, SR ELTD
Ginzburg!d “a bulky, bearded man with hairy nostrils and a fishy smell.” (279). “The voice was
metallic, eyes glittered....” (280) & #i’5- & 11 % 2%, B JZ |X “...red-bearded man with black
horn-rimmed glasses, was eating a whitefish at the rear of the store.”(274). Fishbeinl*“a paunchy
bald-headed man with hairy nostrils....” (275) . I— M2 ) &9 T L DFEIZ DV Tid“Her eyes
glittered.” (279) LELENTW /2, TDHEHEZ Tlouis A. ZiegelmanldZ kD L 9 128~ 2,

Ginzburg is none other than a composite of Mendel’s three earthly antagonists : the pawnbroker, the
philanthropist, and the rabbi’s wife. Thus they have served, essentially, not as characters in their

own right but as harbingers of Mendel’s predetermined failure, as emanations of death itself. (92)

D F ), Mendelld T DO DEH, HF'E % “metallic” 727 C “cosmic universal law” % “the law is
the law” & “mechanistic” (Ziegelman 92) 1Z# 3 % Ginzburg D 5% ¢ o LM I N T 72D
R D72, & 512 “Idiots First” 1213, FERT 2 LIS NO SRR RBH L < R 55205,
Z#iEMendellZiH Y < 23E LIsaac® HATICHZ B A Bk S €25 0L LTHELTE
0. Z O BRA “arace against the clock, or more appropriately a battle with time” (Bryant “Isaac’s
Arithmetic” 26) OB % 23 2% A IH#EAT § 2 BRI & BT 0 v bid T4k

(Hershoinow 127) & L TOHAL & W ) R THERICHE TV, 728 2 7 E0EE
AHRTH, O DEMFEIHEDLLLORFE->TVE, R LIFHRD 5N T4 (“predestined”



“predetermined”) &\ AAXH DI (Ziegelman 92) o 7272005 2, ADBROBE T, A4 13
MYINZABTIZNZETH ) L9112, Ginzburgld H OHF I 702 B ETWn5I12
7272 5 $Mendel DF a2 VT A DD LTI L, IsaacHFIFIZIZF L 2 & DT E WK,
DF NIsaaclC KR LW L ZEL LA D L) ICMendel ICEWHH L) ETH5DTH 5,
Z9 L72& 2 AT, Mendel®lgdtidGinzburglZ & > THHOIIZE E 2V 672,

PRI CEEAREFHPELLZ LI b, BALH LD LORD LN TWET O
KIDOYFIVIRUTOEINIIEDLLDTH S,

Clinging to Ginzburg in his last agony, Mendel saw reflected in the ticket collector’s eyes the
depth of his terror. But he saw that Ginzburg, staring at himself in Mendel’s eyes, saw mirrored in
them the extent of his own awful wrath. He beheld a shimmering, starry, blinding light that produced
darkness.

Ginzburg looked astounded. “Who me?”

His grip on the squirming old man slowly loosened, and Mendel, his heart barely beating,
slumped to the ground.

“Go,” Ginzburg muttered, “take him to the train.” (281)

MAfEE] 2B175 (37 . RESAEE LiZIIHEZ /2 Va2 7oz Bbd
% Z ORI E “incredible” (Ziegelman 92) % H # FFD 72 & L4175, Robert W. Warburton??,
“Even the cosmic law can be changed under the influence of man’s precarious and tenacious hold upon
life.... It is Mendel’s compassion that reveals and fulfills the divine compassion, as though only in man’s
suffering and struggle can God’s love and redemption be known and experienced.” (414) & ik % X
I, EDENY DL AHT, “cosmic universal law" & V> “the inevitabilities of natural law”
(Richman 127) 753k L “providential fate” (Abramson134) b2 ) 5 Z &L ZRET 5
LDEEIIVZ L) TOEIZDOWT, A W. FriedmaniZ LT O X 5 128 L TWw 5,

For Malamud, man has nothing but the misery and intensity of his suffering — but the point is that it
is intense; he is committed to it because it defines his uniqueness, his humanness. As a con-
sequence, he can — at least odd moments — impose meaning where God has not. He can make the

universe take notice of him and pay attention to his claims. (291 5&F/53C)

Z NidMalamud® «...it is man’s struggle that makes God take pity. It is when God — or something like
God — looks into man’s eyes and sees his own fury reflected in its effect on the human condition, his own
cold reflection in man, that he then lets go.” &\ [F#EE] (Davis 255)3DFEMIZ L A B
P, ZOEMDDH ) 2 VR OFEIL, “Malamud’s theme of compassion, charity, and sacrifice”
(Hershinow 127) ZUgiYIZE L &5 b D& L THRWIRZRKZET IO TH 5 2 L ITHEW
Vo DLEDEHIZ, TOMEMET LI ANGEER RS, e A LTz LIS %
bODOY %@ L TERIHUSIND Z O FORELIMEIIHET 2 BRNETH L D720, L7250
DFHEIELTEHAMEMTH b KETTIE, ZOFHADHAZITV7200



“Idiots First” @ 3 D DH 5

. Ginzburgld & ZIZTHWV5S |

“Idiots First” &3 LT O Malamud O I AR 12 BV Tid, EERR BRI IEHS & % 545
RVHRENDL Z L E o7 02 & idMalamudD W IR TIERE 2R E 2 -
TWho BPTH RN SO THE R 720, €9 L72/Ea#E TMalamud O 4 & H 5 513
“timeless”. “placeless” (Roth 127) ZKkMHZ 2 L. 2O, BT AV ATH ) Lhb2h
CEEH O By o 72T ERERCMEB 2 RIET 5 b DL o Tk,

ZOFAREWRZITHR L OO b, “Idiots First” 128 TLI9054F & BR & 72 2 L o EIRIE K
EVEEDLEDLE 2 ZOFEREBICE > T, MalamudDFIHFMROY 6. 7L T A v
GHEDOR T L, NEMOEER L > TWETH S ) 1960ERPD T TORRK AR 257 £
VA OREE, FEHRERCHEOEEE THPHITFICA>TL 505 TH b, 19064 £ 132 D
i CldMendel WE B I HIAA LSRRI 2 B o 724ETH LD, BHR L, 7 2 HITRKEITHEK
Oy 7 ROLTYABRPTA LR TLH D, Mendelb TDO—HTho/cbdLlbi
LA, EBAENCLTCL, BRLUCEZLFNCAFLAZZOERFLAMNCI I HBES L E D
DD\ &P, Mendel H &7 “All my life,...what did I have? I was poor. I suffered from my health.
When I worked I worked too hard. When I didn’t work was worse. My wife died a young woman. But I
didn’t ask from anybody nothing.” (280) L §E% & 9 % 2 OFMHAL DO E 2 WFE-> T b,
KEFEORR LA OO, BHIZEREZZFOFIEHIEH L T KA D 7 A TMendel A3 &
LEANTELTHA) SFSELHWELZL 00 L )12, ZO—KOHKFIIMendel & 22 X
Bo TORIHEI A DEEL, 5 THEROEREICENTT A AOR-EPLZITTE
L 2W/ET 5 L9 b D7, GEENICHED D 2 b DI L 2BK % /R S 3. MendelHF D
HHRIMORL L <. DEHLARELONTOOREEZEDLEVWEEDTED E Y A ADH
BUITRAFIID 5 TMendel DHINZ V. E S S0 TEBETH 57259, BERLELTO
Fishbein|Z & 2 HAII B R OEDO P TR §1E & £ 1 12 SN T & 7oMendel BT OHHE = RS
% Fishbeinld I3 “the Representative of an Institution” (Helterman 12 5RFHJE ) & L CTHERE
LTCWB—H2H 5A, T2 L7z “institutions” DI F\ L, fE4 12 LT “rigid and inhuman in
practice” T 1) . Fishbein®#[ifi & 1X. “he has institutionalized all his charity” (Helterman 12) T
LRHITIEDP R LR\, [FED VAR LRI | (275) Fishbeinl 2R S TV 5 DI,
FEEOMAPBEIESNL TS > TOERRLHMEOH D L5 TH Y. Mendel#Hl 7. FFllIsaac
D& BHFEIFEEEDIZSINDIEN IRV —F ., T EDOFEIMendel BT L ERZIHET 5
A FUL-EBOFICH ) AL KT LB EFE LRV TLES> TS, 72 XFAL X
I RBEILHLFABAETH > THRVOFLELMROENLWVIILICETHMZ T DS L
TLE) &) HEOBREES P EOERIZIEDH S,

DX 91, TsaacDFLFE % KD THHE ) Mendell2Z2 E DT 515 DI, Tsaac® & 9 HAFFEIC
WEEGIIR WL ) it EZ0d ) L) ol o TL vy, Ginzburgk I3 F S22 L72ZD
HHROBHH L) 2D DEHIITEZILL THOb L2b D72, 7272, Ginzburgld “The Angel
of Death” TH 1), Z 9\ I B TIE. A TIELWIFTETH 5 L L. OSB82 s 2
DITBRTZE LT ETIZO LI 2 EEZoNE L L) & THD. £ D “The Angel of Death”
& FRD3ADZEFOIE A E BT HIFICIZV %, GinzburgldIsaac ™~ DRI % P ER
(2R L A5, EJE & FishbeinldIsaac % 7. T4 { [d] U S 3 “What’s the matter with him?” (274, 276)



%112 L. Fishbeinld “halfwit” (276) L FTE ) FEDEEAINLSFICHET TS, 29
L 7-RBFE 1 30saacd & 9 GAFTEANORRE 2 REIZEK L, UIDIFET, BFLL) L LavnEw
9 JCGinzburg & D7EIX 7\ E Vo T X v, FEICFishbein @ “fixed policy” & v ) BB DAL
L CHE LN L EHIX. Ginzburg® “the law is the law” I[P T % b D72, Tsaacx [H121E S
H. Mendel & 7 ¥ %% “party of human concern” T& 5% 7 H (X, B JZ. Fishbein, 7 ¥ D ZFE (L
Ginzburg & [f] U “party of indifference” (Solotaroff 70) (ZJ& L. 24> (X “The Angel of Death” M1l
(235> TWAHZ &2 5 D72 (Solotaroff 71) o E &, Fishbein, 7 EDIFEL L IZZ NN OHE
325, HEIZE ST, EVHRAIIE Y A A2 L, Fishbeinld “institutions” LA O AR 72 2
BELBRWET I, ZALRILEEZLTWIUZE DDA 2O LHEESLH, TFEDIEIZL 5T
§L§@¢T(7E®%kuwx)E‘t%@%ﬁf?—%f%b\?E@Eﬁ@ﬁ?%%i
TELICEBLL RDRELEV) ZLEFFHELYwEW) 2 LIlhD ), EARICERLERA
M9 &b, Ginzburgd\ 9 Xk 5 IZ “You ain’t the only one...some got it worse than you.” (230)
EBEZTCLIEZEZOHANCE BT LEI R R>T Li Yo LML, ZNTH R B, Isaac
DRRIZ—YPEOGERS BV EV) T EiF, EXHATREWIRIMLZDDOPH LI LEID
INHIEESET Bo D DREREIE. VDI Ginzburg®D \» 9 “What will happen happens. This isn’t my
responsibility.” &9 1) TIZA BN S H O Ll L, “The Angel of Death” & & % 12 “nonhuman”
(Solotaroff 71) DHNZH H ENT WD Z & E[F L7205 72, IsaacDHE# & W72 & 9 70 R,
W ZNLLEIZER DS L WHESRE IR RICEN T 5, T2 AME 35 L5, LD
& Z 7T “What will happen happens. This isn’t my responsibility . ” & # < 7 51X, &A%, H
J&. Fishbein, 7 E DL [ U “The Angel of Death” & FFIDFTEIZ 2 2 T ReEA H Do Z D
BB REFED THRRLTVLDEFSICZOI L RDTH 5,
GinzburglZIsaac™~DIER) % KO THEHDED 1) %17 { MendelIHl T D% 52D £ 95 1289 25,
WAL o TR T ST RLE N TS ORBICHIN L. HHFHIN 7 27 ) 7 TRFE S
LY. T oMendel Bl F S L b o 72 RETHEEZPITARASRT, ZLTIT7EDd L E2ED
LDHE % EE LTI IZIBE) “The Angel of Death” & LT, & L Twf&IZIICUILIR & L“Cfﬁ
Nb, ZiLid “The Angel of Death” OB HAI 2B EMEZ KB L TH WX 9 25, %77%
13, “The Angel of Death” & L TDGinzburgld\V:hIiE, [ 22T WD | [7Z1I2T % éJo
Mendel® “what it means human?” & WA MO EZ R L shEsr ) L5565, O k ix7Encd
H72Ginzburgll [72 5] OTH Do TsaacDEFIZHEZHIT. FEPER R LE|IIL LD &
35 7 EDOFED HHAGinzburg[F# “glittered” 72> 72DIEF XD & 2 WFE-> TV 5o BRI
b & 722 )Z. Fishbein, 7 ¥ DFE, % L T “The Angel of Death” & L THiA*i1 5 Ginzburg® F &)
WDHMICHEREZ R C T2 Th A ) FED. WO L HG - HOMIZ R AL 0@ % il
L. FFICGinzburgDFmEL & eI ITEFZ T WA b LN T L IZEF vz & & BT
IZB VT Ginzburg® %3 % “Who me?” (281) &\ ) BIWIEFEHHICHEEZDIFH N5,
FTARNY =B A FEEE L, GinzburglY 72 b DA% “overwhelmed by the moral outrage”
(Helterman 16) O 72753, “The Angel of Death’s decree” % BIIYIZZEZ 5 2 LI TE72b DD,
72 & R $FishbeinZz EDLE BT I LR TE P o728 V) TIOIHIZBIT 2 H LD
NRYIALER{HTHZ LB TE L) (Abramson 134) . A 1IZMendel DFF 2 # HEfi L 72 3 A
D% E\?bi‘?l’*?b‘?!’té Z & d7% vy, 7275 “The Angel of Death” % b 22X Ej0 9 2 L 3T & é@“(‘ﬁ)
VESETEDY ) BT E V) BFUIY L0 FEIZZDHIZZ L, Malamud?)® Z



“Idiots First” @ 3 D DH 7

/NFAZ AR 72 “sanctity of human life” (Hicks 15) ~“O#FHE 2 FK 4 1T TINARXTHA I,

CO/NFIZH B DINAH1905 &) FFOFLR I, BEIZfl /2 X912, SOERICT 2 ) At
DORERH/ = AR T4 TERFELAL LD, ZNUTE->T, TLIV ANV, Mt do
DD T —~ EBDbNTZO/NTICH OB HA AT T Z ENRRZTL 5,
Mendell FOEHFEEZFRZ ONLERIE, TAV A TREARILIEIHZDFIZLE VDAIRDD
IZRZ R % A T “It’s a free country.”(274) & 11123 % 2413 Ginzburg? “That’s how it goes in
this country.” (280) & W) FEIZIEET AL DN, EXZTO/NHTEEEINTVELEDIE
“what it means human?” #5727 A YA LW EDOH Y L5 THH Y. Mendel2°Ginzburg |2 [11)
7o THE LD EHEL FIIMA % & DITHRORFIHEDO AR Y S 25 A 5721 TlE% <
1D THWEL S T O H o o072, Z 055 7 FikidMalamud O 5F#7/N & L TIEEHIO
BDE S TVRCD, DEDEMThe Fixer?? The Tenants|Z b #7)5 > Ty { Malamud D #1231 B
LOEENZPFEICRLSEL2DDLE Lo TV D,

Mendel 2SI 1129 5 JeiE121E, LIE LIE, “When is open the door there we go in the house,...” (276)
DENZZFYRBRIFEL T2 T4 v ¥ 2 fBORENREAT L, TRRBRLTETH
LOWDOEL &, HEOWRK S ZWMEIHON Lo 2R KL S5, 7225, ZN/ZTT
F7% L BT AN A THY b2 & 3HIOMF, B o 72T REMERMiEE 2 Ri2§ 5 1F
JBE SRS T, 7 AN A TOFBE IHIOMERB, ZRTTHDH 22 L Z@EEOREFLITTN

CEREIZLSoTRHALLBDOTHH S, “whatitmeans human?” 72 EHA SN\, 1%
IR & A% T GinzburgD Il @ “party of indifference” 1Z%F L T “party of human concern” 7% % D
BB RBTHD0TUHo72DTH b,

PED XS, ToAFIRT LI VISP Nz ROREIREAN ORI, gl s tte
HHAFEFCEQSNTOVE, L L, ZONGICHBNLERL SO ITRETA5 2 L1
FoT, EiEd)—2OMPBATVEIENRZTLZDTHS,

m. WiEHRORR

B < & &7z &9 % “Idiots First” O Tl JEUZZE LT (“mournfully”) (2R E 15, H
FRTVBHIZ Lo TV (277)0 AEOAIIIRY L2 BIZZ0%RERE CEZ 277)1 K
LM G FHMHZE LICKE CRE (279). # LT “The Angel of Death” 2582 FTH A &9 6
2 LR EATT S DL, “a disquieting blurring of the line between reality and fantasy”
(Hershinow 127) TH» V. ZO.LHRJA 5 O BF O\ “dream-landscape” (& F % T “a never—
never-land New York City” (Richman 124). “a vaguely surrealistic dream landscape of dark, deserted
streets” (Hershinow 127) Tdh 5, WHITEOLFE L TLIFRARZ L ORI RFH L o T
A ZOWFIZEBWTIX, “how much of the action ‘really’ happens” (Hershinow 127) % |53 % &
LR L. ZOZLIEBEIONHEOT LI ANEHELERFEFONTH L) A5, 2l
FTE R L, EmERE —2 0%, 72 & 2 1XEudora Welty?® “The Death of a Traveling Salesman”
I L 72 FENADOE L BT S 5 & 9 12 (Bande Kieft 81) . Mendel?® (&1L > T
D RIZH > T) HTWBHE 7 Lid “Mendel’s desperately fearful imagination” (Hershinow
127) D72 T AMA ST EBMEBICTLHEDOTH b, ZOBHPOARLLEIZIEZ. 203 =
Ko< BIT 5 HSEER AW 725 1EMendel® “troubled inner lives” (Solotaroff 70) Z Wt L 19 3



DTHDHEVIFLBMRERETL LI LIH D95

Mendel DN FIZ BT, Isaacx 5F A 9 & § A2 613725 5 EJZ . Fishbein, 7 ¥ D3
Eld. BIETCTHALZ: X9 ICMendel DFEHED NED R ATT A ) A OHED» 52T TEALHTH
EHHTLLOTHL T, €9 LIEEOHTOWVIZIEINEILT 518727 2 ) IHE0
FHELMETDOLDIEZE VR L) TOET Mm% T TIZEBLS N72F BT, Mendel®
FEoFELEDLT [Trv1ayy | J(279) LR LT, 29 Lzimdlo $RIY 7 1 % W T
é’&ﬁf“f‘%% FAEIIb72 5> TMendel 3 L OTE/ZE T A ARER - RO, AR

LHERTIEEZ DT DS TRE & v o 72 DDSMendel D NS T AN D% % > TR OV
ZJ‘E@E?J/\HJJ FTWBDTH B, TORY DL BORWITEEDIEE Z 1L, Mendel?®Z 9 L 727k
U L TN R K LA X TE 2 Wik T\ b,

CORWDOFNZH - T, MendellZ R EFHEOTIZWENLDTH A ) 7o FH1ULVE 2 12 Isaac
«@Ew@ﬁéf%5®@ﬁéw&wﬁ\::Tﬁﬁtfwéme®WEﬁﬁ&w5%ﬁ®
HIZBWTIE, TsaacDFIEIT TR ZBERZH O T 2 2 LIERE L2V BIFERIT
Isaac iTEu%Z*ﬁ’LZo E R WAL B2 525, 2 OMendel® N THHEFLIZ BV Tlx, “what it
means human?” % 72 2§ MendellZ B W2 & S & 2 Isaac DAFHE B & UIsaacDFFEN R B L T 5
DD, Tk, FOL) RFIEETH D & 58E 2 Z D Mendel & fEZRLFH O H A, FiR
Mz, Y XY D& ZAHTMendelx “party of human concern” DOIIZH| XD A% E % iH - T
LEEDONLNOETHD, WELHSMMMOFF-THIREL) L LTVELDEDS, “party
of indifference” 0)@]75) IFPEIZR DI TS RIZh E MendellZFE > TWwWb &) 2 &2k
Lo ZNDS, HIMendelDH LD [5RE ], AL LTTHRIO L WIEI SIZD% A5 T
%o MendelS32 6 LN WIZ LI b0 s, DRELPICEZ LB, “Isaac assisted
his father up.” (276). “Isaac helped his father up....” (281) &Z#E D R X5 DIIMIKTIL %,
DFN, bolLPPEIBATHY ., WHESNLZITOFELEE BDNIED, ToONEHFIZBW
TlIMendelZZ 2, BT A E W)WY TODTH A,

B4R O 57 O HfE O R T E © 72Mendel DAL I S P72 OES LS LT % & ib
A ORI, ZEICKEBICKR I N TV LI DI TR v, xRSO L Wiz
&> TH. Mendelld 220 “the sprinkled sky” (275) % H ®# { “The hole sky is white.” (277)
EEWT A, SHIT, EIIIEZTWD IR0, Isaac’%fk‘ﬁ%bf ANBIETORL A
TANZT DFVZEDFTTLOLNTWDSE (£ Z12I3IsaacD ARANDOHIFE b A 5T &
5) #—BRHHED L) ICBWFELD, %(DWEJ Mendell3ffE 2 1ZIE & & [ L5 ] (177)
DTH Do Isaack BB L TL—ENIHZONLHE, WITFHE, Zoz b L) RO H
WChoTH, WhiE [t LS 1228505 ELTwE, P LdbBELLIELT
W5 D7,

D) BRSO L E, ZO—HOFRDERE £ 13, Mendel?®H & DN 5\
T\ IsaacDFFEDP R L T2 b DN S ) LT VDI RE TR T 2 D72 b
5TH?H). BEFOFEORTUITHAZ o 2N DOH T, “what it means human?” ~D[AIZ & b
BHNELDOERE) LTLROTZTIUER SR WDE, BBROHEEOERIZEE L EHT
AT XBERETHE) BT EE W) LI, Mendelld & ) % < B T8RS ] I2HIE§ 5
bOERETI LI RBD. STETHBIZEnS Nz E S 730 L REELRwEwn) &2
512, MendelD-LDOFRBES D & WCHIN L o OREMIZ, FIET L TISHET L 72 R OARSH M
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RHEZOBEESPREEEELELTVDLDE,

“Idiots First” Tl “business” &\ ) FENZH E N TV A, ZIUTREIC, €V R A0
ORISR, BHERTHo THHEEL I AR LFFEICED L9 2F4. GinzburghS\ ) X9
|2 “anthropomorphic” (280) 7% b D 7% LA LN WHEOH ) L) A RYMTLEHE - T
Wi, 9 L72b oIS AL & N 7-GinzburglZ & - Tl “pity” TT 5 [ “commodity”
(280) T ICD BN D, ZHD 2, Mendeln® 7 EIZ7 o THIE R W% {52 5 BEIC,
“business” TiL7 < “errand” (278) &£\ ) FENHVOLNTWDE I LIIFERITMET o THEED
MCTIEH LD, ZOERMTELAEIND “business” LITERL D [ffidy] L) =27 v A%<
HOTL 225 Thbo Mendel DR e — KONk L &, BN L LE LW/ 3720721 TiE
Bl R LA, T, 20 [liay] —TsaachH R T 2D OETFOIRIMY) &2 ADH G
OHNMENZH LD atErdDb I b—2RI-SALTD72DDERIZo7-8 o Tl

ZZIZZE, TTIIHICBLTIREL TBW, JEOBEXELEEDOA M=) — LD
SLUEZOHHb S L, TTETOAN— —EHPLTLH6IX, FEICa— 252561 TH
DY TIEEL, 20k, BESM2ECHASTEREICH > T, FFMIZED L) &5 e LT
FNEBRFNWVICHEILL CTlsaacDH ) 7+ V=ZTITOF v b2 AFTEI2hln) T EH
RDSTIREZR (LT 720672, ENHDI, 29 LABENZEIT T RTEB I NG, FEiX. £
OB R FERDOEL ZORBENZEMICCSE, SEHTHRELTWAEIOM, 2F 0., Fo
ik L TOHOMERREEHUT L > TMendel D N FL & Fi v T 2 & 5 INEASEEE S 41T
LDTHbe Isaacll ) 7+ VETATEDT 7y baEAT L7201 C0ERBFVEAFT
B EV) RO THENLRFMZ FOICA =) —ZRFA L. £ IR ORFHEER SO
RALMBEESH 7O =T v TN TWebIF 7255, 83 OMOTIZZ O ERE 35 & &,
B, EROAFZFODLOTIEIR L, “pity” L \WVio 2 FHIIREINL, saac G T 5 b
DEBET HLEFIIBTONT VA ENL)—EW LN E %25, £ % Mendel T H 5 DN
HHFIZE ) RCIEY BT EICEoT, WhIZ kR [fifr) RE-ENOTHY ., £+
DL EMTH72OIGHOBIAGEE 572 L Vo TL D72,

7EH 2 ZIZE S TMendelid, SFEFLLEE L > TEA B> TW2b D, EJE. Fishbein,
7 E@%@%@J ZTOHFEEERE DRI G272 THHH) LD, 7223002 d H
DX IZER DM E % 5 T\ 72 “shadows” (277) IZBFA TV DL EICHIFT S 2 LIk
5o %X’L\_%ﬁ\ WADEEE L LT 513722 % “The Angel ofDeath”k L TDGinzburg Tdh % o
“What will happen happens. This isn’t my responsibility.” & V> 9 3 IZEHE S 115 b O % Mendel 12
ZUAND L7 2 T CTE AL Vo TS, BE, Fishbein, 7 EDFEADF X
EHEILT, 20Ok ZDOMendel DHEFEIZ L & 54 WTROM ST EFLo [fHid] 2Rz 2
722 & B TIE R o PIE Z OB Tld “what it means human?” ~“OEE & B R HRZXH O
THLONIEEN HTHIENTETWLH572, LaL, Z4Ud. “an unbearable cold like an
icy dagger invading his body, all of his parts shivering” % £ B 197 JJ Tl U & & % GinzburglZ . “Now
I die without helping Isaac” (281) & & % & 9 ZHMiZKICE DN 2D O OB 2 IPUIC LA B 2
Wb Lt 7225, 2 OIS0 & 7 h . “Bach sees in the eyes of his opponent his own
reflection.” (Helterman 128) DB A5Fi1 5. & T, “reflected”. “mirrored” (281) @ & 9 IZBH.
wLF fl AR TV 00 L) RIREPFEL TVWDE L2 BLEIMENHON TR S

CIZEHTREEA ), vbidMendel® “shadows” & b\ 2 4 Gizburg & 13, FEFEDOEFOR
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AL E NS IZE - 7R ORFHERH OB SN b > L H XM LOETHE DI
tMm&M&of@b@ﬁ%@%@f%b\;@%%\meﬁ%®ﬁkﬁoﬁ#%ﬁgéi
W72 BE %o TWD D72, Mendelld 2 212 H & “depth of terror”, 3 724 %, “What will happen
happens. This isn’t my responsibility.” &9 B LT ANPRR VIS &, F72, Ginzburgd
LTHHbONEDNF-5 “double” & L COR DR AIHIZT A 03725 THIA L7 “the extent of
his own awful wrath”. § %&b 5, HFOAGEIHE LIS OBE S VHFOLOR & L THEELZ
WHLENTLE > TW/e 2 DML HOL/2D 12T 5o TOEBINZHTOERIZ, “He
beheld a shimmering, starry, blinding light that produced darkness.” (281 S#FH4EE) &\ HEEAA:
LA25, 2ZTD “he” 122V TId, GinzburgZ 8§ L LDV —REZUTHA ) D LA L,
% Z |ZRobert Solotaroff* kD & ) IZ#H TR % DT 5 DILHL 72,

Who is the “he” who beholds the starry blinding light? The story works best if it is Ginzburg,
particularly since Malamud brilliantly relates the many light-dark images in the story to the angel of
death. But have we for the only time in the story moved into someone else’s mind besides Mendel’s ?
Or are we to believe that the old man has seen what Ginzburg is seeing (as well as his own reflected

image in the angel of death’s eyes)? (69)

FZ3 T D & X “a shimmering, starry, blinding light” % H.7- 1. “depth of terror” &9 55 % Jd
Z ZHMendelD—HTHH Y | “awful wrath” & ZH SN2, WHAL S N7 HFROANFIELHLE
@ﬁ%é%%ﬁ?éMmmmé5—ﬁ&Lf@&m@gf%@étwb&sﬁéioﬁ@%
A=V Lo TRIEEN TV, ZONEIFIZB W CEMEIIERE—FZL ) LT
HY, VINLD (ThaFL LTRATWSH 0 LitZavy) MendelH & LI & % 2
ENDEHEE, TOERICBWTIE, o L7z “he” LIEZOW L b AT OWNIE T O KB
THHILFEBL7Mendel RA7Z 572D TH 5% ZOFTIEWWIENY 0% BB IR
Z o7zt kiE, vwbIT “breakdown of.. resolutely binary, either-or mode of thinking” (Solotaroff
69) THY. &6 LMD BB —5UINERE S, W5 OWLE 2 S MendellZBA S L5,
Z ZIZE 5T, Ginzburgll #2352 & ﬂf\ﬂf’ b D b Mendel™~D “grip” (281) T b HIAEL. #
#73% 959 o “What will happen happens. This isn’t my responsibility.” &\ 9 & 2 % %17 Ah
REWVABOFEE L v ) “darkness”d . F72, ZNELROGmIE LTHEL Z L FERT 5.0
DRI L LT o darkness” b TOXA G T 2 S OOFHIE L, MO S LIZZDOHDOHRE D
E"?&w V) HE & Mendel H & A3 1T AN 722 L 32 SIZI3 PN T B D7,

ZCTF /zlsaacll [BITHEEZ 72 ] Mendelld, Z Dlsaac)MEFIZHETL0% HikbL 2 &
Iz 726 bo ZDE X, FIHOHEESE TlsaacDPHI “strained in the direction of his journey” & FLE 5,
Z . Mendel ® NTHHEF I BV CL Tsaac SR T % & D D AR & Mendel HERF L Tk 2 Ly
% L T “what it means human?” ~O[HIE%Z H L ONIZHENPDO 2722 L DFERLIEH ) wiE
|2, “what had become of Ginzburg” (281) %D IZFRDOREE % > Tv>» { MendellZ & 1ZRLD
FEANOMIIE 2D TH 5L,



“Idiots First” @ 3 2D #H 11

= Z £ T, “Idiots First’ 2 BHOMHDO TICEE L T & 7205, ZORROEMIE, H—DMoT
TR B DL ) ZHEBOMO TIIHE T2 2 LTI —EBHALNLRE X)) ICBDNS,
T LI HNRFREILL > THROAREHME AT E S8, IR ENRIER O
rHAQAAEDLEDL L LB, MAONIDOBEANS TN AT ETEL L V) EL > TW»
L2 ENRARZTLADEN., ZOWVTNOMIIBVT S F |2 “Malamud’s most heightened plea
for human possibility” (Solotaroff 70) 2¥E 22TV 5 2 L 2D THERTELDTH S, FFIZ,
FEZOM., 2F ). NHEFROMIZER T2 LT, COERIZBITAT A OB % i
BB NLERTE L),

Malamudid Z DR % 36 L 72 5 £ HD19664F 12, FERIR S - RRF M2 A L2—HEo
FES/INGL T B B Bl The Fixer % MW %0 ZOMWE 1. BIRLH5 . “Idiots First” & (X fEJAIZ
BUTREL RS TVEOEH, LT D/ ﬂmTLf%f_Waa@%Lﬁ%%’rwwf
WHDTHbD, The Fixer &£ \» ) BHIE 2 K/~ L b, BEL TWHEE#RT 203
5vﬁ¢ftmabfwttw5ﬁ#%%cmMQmwm&mfﬁﬁMéhémgfﬁéoo

Notes

1. “Idiots First”2> 5 DG HIZ$XTThe Complete Stories.\2 & %o L, R—=IBOHREFET,

2. BryantlZ S HICIEAD OO LIZB VT H . T O/NIIS BT B R & BEEHIBE T 5 5 &2 170,
Mendel SV 22 ZBWWEED 5TV %5 U TV %, (Bryant “Malamud’s ‘Idiots First’.”. “The Tree-
Clock in Bernard Malamud’s ‘Idiots First’.”)

3. Malamud® & A\ C& - 7zClark Blaise’® “Idiots First” [ZDOWTER LAZEHEL LCEIHEN TS,
4. ZONIIZBIT D E\%Jﬁk?‘ﬂﬁf‘%ﬁﬁﬂ%t% b @ff?ﬁ Bryantld. —BED ) HIZKW & ('EHVVEN)
NSRS 2 & OFFORMEIT b BRI A A — P 2 FAND . Mendel DZLML & FEMRIK & J53

L T\ %, Bryant “The Tree-Clock” 53—54

5. 7= ~YMIIFEEN R BEREFO ZOFROEL A NMHAT XTI VYA LBV LTIV R THD L
BbNbold, TOHEBEHA T4 v v 2OEWRGRICERZE230THL L) HEZITTIER
L TN D Mendel DN Z L N T DTH L L) T EIEVERYEH A9

6. MalamudiZFi & LT, RAFIOIIHRICER S 2F/28 2 2 ETEMCH DA 237 &5
ABLZENHDLEIINCEDND, ELOERICBITHRFENZE & LTk, “Behold the Key” (1958)
DITAMY—=UHFEFSEND,
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